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Above: On 30 January 1939 Hitter speaks to the 
Reichstag in the Kroll Opera House. "If the 
International Jewish financiers in and outside 
Europe should succeed in plunging the nations 
once more into a world war, " he said, "then 
the result will not be the Boishevisation of the 
earth, and thus the victory of Jewry, but the 
annihilation of the Jewish race. " 



Below; The exact number of Jews who 
perished in the Final Solution cannot be 
calculated, the Germans are of some 
assistance, being excellent bureaucrats. The 
records from the Einsatzgruppen and the 
transportation records to the extermination 
camps together with tracing reports after the 
war put the figure at some 5 million persons. 




I 



I ID HITLER KNOW about the 
^H Holocaust? It seems a ridiculous 
H question. Yet the idea that the 
I Fuhrer was ignorant of the murder 
I of 6 million Jews and several 
I million Russian prisoners-of-war 
has been advanced at regular intervals since 
the 1960s, The process has continued long 
enough to generate its own historiography; 
whole books have been devoted to analysing 
the methods and motives of those who 'deny' 
die Holocaust Some publish such claims on 
the grounds that sensationalism sells: others 
are consciously telling the Neo-Nazi 
movement what it wants to hear. 

Every dictator, every absolute monarch has 
had loyal subjects unable to believe that their 
beloved leader is implicated in evil. 
'Villainous advisors' have been taking the 
blame since the beginning of political history. 
Today, the equally notorious Soviet gulag 
system - that accounted for more deaths than 
Hitler - has its defenders in post-Communist 
Russia. Not the concentration camp 
commanders, still drawing their pensions, 
but a generation of sincere communists 
clings to the belief that Stalin did not know. 
To accept that he was at the black heart of 
the system undermines their Taith\ 

TNE MISSING SIGNATURE 

Hider knew how to exploit this 
phenomenon A< hi^ defenders never tire of 
pointing out. ibere is no document with Ms 
signature that orders the slaughter to begin, 
no equivalent to the commissar order 1 that 
instructed the German army to execute 
captured Soviet political officers or the 
'commando order' that did the same for 
Allied special forces. But that was Hitler's 
way. He initiated - and halted - the 
euthanasia programme, Akiion 14 by verbal 
orders to SS Doctor Karl Brandt. He did the 
same with the Final Solution. 

The murder of the mentally and physically 
disabled orchestrated by Dr Brandt 
anticipated many features of the Holocaust. 
The whole grisly business was described in 
euphemisms, 4 final medical assistance* being 
the usual term for lethal injection or gassing. 
And as the war turned against Nazi Germany, 
the paperwork assiduously built up by the 
relevant bureaucracies began to be destroyed, 
The true number of victims of both Aktion T4 
and the Holocaust will never be known 
because so many records were erased. In the 
case of the extermination camps, the very 
sites themselves were ordered to be 
bulldozed, the camps obliterated, the mass 
graves dug up and the corpses incinerated, 
Treblinka had vanished beneath freshly-laid 
turf and a forest of saplings by the time the 
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Wannsee 



ON 31 JULY 1941, presumably after a meeting with Hitler, Hermann 
Goering appointed Reinhard Heydrich as the delegate for preparing 
the "complete solution of the European Jewish Question * 

Hitler had decided that the Jews were no longer to be dealt wrth 
through a policy of emigration. Jews were now to be evacuated to the 
East and thereafter annihilated. This policy created huge logistical 
difficulties which would need to be overcome 

On 29 November Heydrich sent out invitations to a 'Final Solution' 
conference. These were sent out to representatives of the Reich 
Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories, the Reich Interior Ministry, 
the Foreign Ministry, the Party Chancellery, the Reich Chancellery, the 
Race and Settlement Main Office, the Rerch Security Main Office, and 
the Commanders of the Security Police and the SD for the Reich 
Com mi sari at of the Ostland and the Generalgouvernement in Poland. 
Attendance was required on 9 December 1941 at noon, with 
refreshments to be provided. The date was moved back to 20 January 
1942 after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 

In the first 40 minutes discussion concerned transportation and slave 
labour issues. Then the criteria for choosing those to be transported 
was fixed - half-Jews were to be included. 

Within a period lasting less than 90 minutes, the basic 
implementation of the 'Final Solution' had been planned, and the 
death sentence of millions passed down. 





Above: Reinhard Heydrich, the 'manager of terror', opened the 
conference by saying that "in the course of this Final Solution of the 
European Jewish problem, approximately eleven million Jews are 
involved". This said he spent the rest of the conference attempting to 
seduce the stenographer. This might account for his reportedly relaxed 
and cheerful mood. 

Left: A number of witnesses at Nuremberg recall having 'heard' of the 
Fuhrer Order concerning the Final Solution, but none ever admitted 
having seen ft In any event the structure of the Nazi state was such 
that Hitler was the only person who could have authorised a policy 
which engaged so many of the Reich's stretched resources. 

Below: The villa at Wannsee escaped the destruction of Berlin. 
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Debate on when Hitter 
seated the fate of the 
Jews is fierce. Some have 
rt as fate as December '41. 
Himmterls diary records, 
after a meeting with 
Hitter at the 
Wofisschanze on 18 
December: "Jewish 
Question -to be 
exterminated tike the 
partisans ". 




Red Army overran the site: fortunately, the 
rapid Russian advance prevented the cover-up 
from being completed, 

Hiilers early speeches, his book Mem 
Ktimpj and his last testament in 1945 are 
devoted to the same themes. At the heart of 
his 'world view' is the idea that Germany 
faced an international Jewish threat: Jewish- 
controlled governments threatened her 
externally; German Jew r s represented 
an internal threat by their control 
of German businesses, their 
disproportionate representation in the 
media, arts and universities and - 
above all - by inter- marriage with 
'pure* Aryans. The purity of the 
German race was imperilled 
by interbreeding. 

RACE WAR 

Hitler made plain his intention to 'wage 
war' on the Jewish race. That the civilized 
wotM did not take him at his literal word 
should not be suqjrising, Even when 
confronted with eyewitnesses who had 
escaped from German-occupied 

Poland, senior figures within the 
V> US Jewish community could 
not bring themselves to 
v believe what they heard. 

^^ Few political leaders 

^^^ before 1 939 recognized 
^L Hitler for what he was, 
testimony not just to 
their naivete bill to 
Hitlers skilled 
dissimulation. 
He could play the 
part of the 
reasonable 
statesman, the 
man with 
whom one 
could do 
business. 
He was a 
consummate actor. 
He also took care to 
e the most sensitive 
passages of Mein Kampf 
removed from the English 
language edition, including 
his specific reference to the 
desirability of killing Jews 
w r ith poison gas. 

The systematic murder 
of millions of people in 
dedicated extermination 
centres was a massive 
undertaking. It could not have 
been organized without Hider's 
express order. To believe 



otherwise requires the most wilful ignorance 
of Hitler and his regime. 

From 1 938-9 the Nazis were busily 
expelling Jews from Germany and its new 
territories. It was a brutal business 
conducted with much arbitrary violence. 
Jews who had been politically active against 
the Nazis were being spirited away to 
concentration camps, but the intention seems 
to have been to drive the Jewish population 
overseas rather than murder the whole race. 
The outbreak of war stopped further 
thoughts of exporting the Jews to 
Madagascar or other exotic Locations. 
And the conquest of Poland brought the 
biggest concentration of Jews in Europe 
within the new Nazi empire. 

The evidence points to the spring of 
1941 as the moment when genocide became 
state policy. Hitler's armies seemed 
invincible. They had swept every opponent 
from the board. The British were holed up 
in their island and Hitler remained puzzled 
why they refused to come to terms. In 
December 1940 Hitler issued the warning 
order for the invasion of Russia, to wipe out 
the 'Jewish- Bolshevik* regime and turn 
eastern Europe into a German colony. It is 
in the early months of 1941 that we find 
Himmler preparing his Emsatzgruppen, 
death squads that would follow the German 
army into Russia with the overt mission 
of killing communist officials and Jews. 

ARMY PASSES CONTROL TO SS 

General Jodl issued instructions to the 
German army in April 1941, making it 
plain that the army would only control 
the immediate frontline and that Himmler 
would be in charge of the conquered lands. 
It was stated that this was more than 
*a mere armed conflict' and that the 
elimination of the 'Jewish-Bolshevik 
intelligentsia' was required, 

Several regiments of Ordnungpotizei 
V Order Police' } were earmarked for the 
same task as the Einsatzgruppen. As the 
invasion of Russia began, so the systematic 
killing of whole Jewish communities began 
in Poland. In both cases, the killers were 
ordered to shoot adult male Jews. This, 
according to Himmler and Walter Daluege 
was because it was easier to justify. The 
German army took - and shot - civilian 
hostages in the first days of its invasions 
of France in 1870 and 1914. In 1941 
the traditionally heavy handed deterrent 
to partisan resistance was used to cloak the 
first stages of genocide. Himmler wanted to 
see how far his men would go. By Late 1941 
they were killing entire communities, 
women, children and babies. He had judged 
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HITLER POSSESSED an 
internally logical and 
consistent world view from 
which he never wavered, He 
believed that the Aryan was in 
constant struggle with the Jew 
for mastery of the world, and 
that if the Jew won then this 
would be the death dance 
for humanity. 

As early as 1919 he was 
reported as saying that Jewry's 
influence would "bring about the 
racial tuberculosis of the people' 
His opinions only hardened. In 
1 922 he stated "As soon as I 
have power, I shall have gallows 
after gallows erected. Then the 
Jews shall be hanged one after 
the other, They will stay hanging 
until they stink", 

His political manifesto 'Mein 
Kampf maintains the thesis, 

his men well. 

Himmler travelled a great 
deal rather than commit such 
orders to the choked telegraph 
system or broadcast them by 
radio. To and from Hitler's 
headquarters, the Reichsfuhrer 
shuttled around the occupied 
territories in his personal train or 
by aircraft. In written orders and 
even verbal instructions, 
euphemisms were still the order 



Throughout his subsequent 
political career the anti-semitic 
element could be turned up or 
down depending upon the 
audience, and Hitler's political 
goals at that time. Nevertheless 
the anti-semitism remained a 
constant undercurrent and was 
at the centre of his worldvrew. 

Once he had ultimate 
dictatorial power in Germany, the 
European Jewish community's 
dayswere numbered, Even as 
defeat and death stalked him in 
the Bunker in 1945, he implored 
the world to continue the fight 
against his pernicious enemy. 

Right: Surviving Jews in 
Buchenwatd in 1945. These 
particular individuate were part of 
a Zionist evacuation program set 
up to take volunteers to Palestine 
for a new fife. 



of the day. When one party 
official asked Himmler where 
'resettlement of the Jews\ as it 
was described, was to take 
place, Himmler replied 
"resettlement in another world*. 

MADAGASCAR U-TURN 

Having set events in motion. 
Hitler concentrated on the war 
against Russia. The race war 
remained in the eager hands of 



Left: The royalties from Mein 
Kampf made Hitter a rich man. 
The book confirms that his 
hatred of the Jews was real, 
in its pages Hitter makes it 
clear that from his earliest 
days, he sought Jewish 
annihilation. So it is hardly 
surprising that given 
power, this came to pass. 
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Above: 

Hitters legacy was 

poison, His last words read, "I call 

upon the leadership of the nation.., 

to fight mercilessly against the 

poisoners of ail the peoples of the 

world, international Jewry" 

24 hours later the Fuhrer was dead. 



Testament 




Himmler, Heydrich and Daluege. 
The Holocaust evolved into an 
open secret, but in 1941-2 it was 
taking place in Poland, tightly 
controlled by the SS. Whether 
Himmler still believed Germany 
would win the war. when he 
made his 1 943 address to the 
SS officers at Posen. we can 
only speculate. He described 
the Final Solution as a 'page of 
glory that cannot be written'. But 



the intention to cover up the 
Holocaust is there from the start, 
not just from the moment that 
the Red Army began its 
inexorable advance west in 
autumn 1943. Had Hitler won 
the Second World War. the story 
of the Final Solution might well 
have been expunged from the 
history books in the chilling 
fashion described in Robert 
Harris's novel Fatherland. 

HITLERS THIRD REICH 5 
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Ihe Nazis declared war on civilisation. 
They employed both ancient barbarism and the 
latest technology against their victims, granting or 
witholding the mercy of a quick death at their will. 



SEATH accompanied 
the Nazis from their 
earliest street brawls 
in the 1920s and 30s, 
to the lingering last 
moments of the 
liberated survivors of 
the concentration camps in 
1945. As the war progressed the 
value of human life decreased* 
and the means of ending it were 
readily available. 

Executions were carried 
out either as policy or in battle. 
Policy killings were those 
conducted by Einsatzgmppen 
in the East or later as part of the 
industrialised killing machine of 
the extermination camps, There 

6 fflTLElTS THIRD REICH 



were also judicial executions - 
these might be ourcome of a 
public trial, like the Peoples' 
Court which convicted those 
suspected of complicity in the 
July Plot of 1944, or a relatively 
quick interrogation by an officer 
in the presence of witnesses. 
In a different group were 
those carried out for revenge or 
as reprisals. This could be the 
work of soldiers or para- military 
groups and were often triggered 
by partisan or resistance attacks. 
The victims were often innocent 
or at worst guilty by association. 
The level of violence could range 
from one or two men of military 
age shot following a sniper 



attack, to the destruction of 
whole communities like Lidice 
in Czechoslovakia. Here all 172 
of the men and older boys were 
shot and all but seven of the 
1 95 women were deported to 
concentration camps and children 
sent to foster homes. 

TAKE NO PRISONERS 

The heat of battle saw the extra- 
judieial killing of prisoners, 
sometimes by raw troops and 
sometimes after a report of an 
enemy outrage which prompted 
a policy of "take no prisoners". 
Finally mercy killings were 
often a humane way of ending 
the pain of a grievously wounded 



Above: The most enduring image 
of Nazi atrocities are those of the 
firing squads. They were m action 
throughout the occupied 
territories Tour encourager ies 
autres'. Morale amongst the 
members of the firing squad was 
protected by issuing weapons 
blind, with one or two usually 
loaded with blank cartridges. 

comrade or enemy who was 
terminally injured. 

Capital punishment was a 
usual concomitant to the civil 
judicial process throughout 
Europe in the first half of this 
century, Judicial executions in 
German prisons were normally 
undertaken by guillotine - this 
was deemed an honourable 
death. 

When, following the abortive 
July Plot, mass executions took 
place at Plotzensee prison in 
Berlin, the plotters were 
considered traitors and were 
hanged as a dishonourable death. 
The execution chamber was 
modified with eight large meat 
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hooks attached to a roof beam at 
intervais.Hangmen normally use 
a drop with a slack in the rope 
that produced a jerk sharp 
enough to break the victim's 
neck, But for the July plotters, 
hanging was by strangulation and 
consequently lingering, painful 
and ghasdy, Following the 
execution, a curtain was drawn 
whicn Dareiy concealed the dying 
man and subsequent victims 
would see the twitching legs of 
the earlier condemned. 

HAHG EH HIGH 

Public hangings were often used 
as a deterrent in Russia and 
Poland and conducted in batches. 
Leon Degrelle, the Belgian 
Rexist leader who fought in 
Russia recalled executions he had 
witnessed. 

'The condemned Russians 
approached, depressed, eyes 
vacant, then climbing up on a 
chair, which itself was perched 



on a table. They waited there, 
without protesting, without 
asking anything, Above them 
hung the rope. It was tied around 
their necks. Thus it was. They let 
it happen. A kick upset the chair 
and ended the tragedy, 

l4 One day, the Germans had 
to carry out the sentences on five 
condemned men all at the same 
time. One of the hanged men 
broke his rope and fell to the 
ground. He picked himself up 
and without uttering a word, put 
the chair back on the table, got 
back on it and waited, with the 
greatest naturalness, while a new 
rope was installed." 

Those German citizens who 
had been condemned to death 
were not told that they were to be 
decapitated until an hour before 
the execution "as a matter of 
delicacy". They were marched to 
the execution shed and waited 
there until their name was called. 
They were naked except for short 



drawers, which to save textiles 
and laundering they removed and 
placed neatly folded on a pile 
prior to execution, 

EXECUTION EXPENSES 

Alfons Wachsmann, a minister of 
the Evangelical Church was 
executed because he had listened 
to the BBC and, hearing reports 
of Afrika Korps advances in 
Libya commented, 14 We began by 
advancing in '14, too." Following 
his execution his sister received 
an itemised bill: 

Board per day • 1 50 

Transport to Brandenburg Prison 

12.90 

E xecution of sentence 1 58. 1 8 

Fee for death sentence ..... 300.00 

Postage ... 1.84 

Postage for statement of costs 

,.,., 0.42 

Total . , ... Em 474.84 

She had earlier been told that if 



Above: Mass execution was 
employed not merely for its 
deterent effect on an audience, 
but as a practical necessity. Hera 
executioners test the strength of 
the gallows Just prior to use. 

she refused to pay her brother's 
estate would be seized, 

When Communist youth 
official Ernst Knaack was 
guillotined, the execution was 
recorded in the dry language 
of the civil sendee: 

"The condemned with his 
arms tied to his back was brought 
in by two prison officials at 
12:36, The executioner Rottger 
from Berlin was ready with his 
three assistant. Also present was 
the prison doctor Reg. Med. Rat. 
Dr Miiller. 

"After confirming the identity 
of the person brought in as the 
condemned, the supervisor of the 
execution ordered the executioner 
to proceed. The condemned, 
quiet and concentrated, without 
resisting was put under the 

HITLER'S THIRD REICH 7 
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Above: At Bab't Yar in June 1941 Einsatzgruppen murdered over 30,000 
Jews in a prepared ravine which was subsequently tided in. Here, an 
officer moves through one batch of corpses ready to despatch any 
survivors - though on other occasions they were interred alive. 

Beiow left: A group photo of young Jewish children at Auschwitz who 
have endured severe burns in Nazi medical experiments. 




Above right : Dachau owes much of its notoriety to the series of 'human 
guinea-pig' experiments perpetrated there. Here one prisoner suffers 
bewilderment through oxygen starvation and intense pain due to the 
'bends', induced during a high-attitude pressure chamber experiment. 

Below: A woman in post-operative recovery having undergone 
sterilisation by Nazi doctor Carl Clauberg. Prisoners who survived the 
experimental programme were generally executed. 




guillotine whereupon the 
executioner carried out the 
decapitation and thereupon 
announced that the sentence had 
been carried out. 

i+ Tbe execution, from the 
moment of bringing in of the 
condemned to the announcement 
that the sentence had been 
executed, lasted 7 seconds " 

Rifles, sub machine-guns and 
pistols, the tools of the infantry 
soldier, were widely used for 
executions. Depending on the 
numbers involved, the victims 
might be ordered to dig their own 
grave, or an existing ditch or 
trench could be used. In France 
executions were normally 
undertaken by a firing squad with 
rifles - in some cases on existing 
French military rifle ranges. The 
executed were tied to a post and 
blindfolded, a piece of white 
paper sometimes pinned to their 
chest as an aiming mark for the 
tiring squad. 

EASTERN TERRORS 

In the east Ei?isatzgruppen (Task 
Forces) occasionally used 
machine guns for killing large 
numbers, but more often their 
victims were individually 
despatched. At Kiev a total of 
30,000 Jewish men, women and 
children were taken to the ravine 
at Babi Yar outside the city and 
shot to death over two days by 
men of the Einsafzgruppen. 
In total these Task Forces killed 
about two million people in 
Poland ;tnd Russia. 

Following the mass murder it 
was normal practice for officers 
to check for survivors and kill 
them with a pistol shot to the 
head. However this was never 
entirely reliable, and some 
victims managed to escape. 
Sometimes specialists in 
individual execution techniques 
would kill with a single pistol 
shot to the head. The victim was 
required to kneel at the edge of 
the mass grave, so that when lie 
or she died they toppled tidily 
into the pit. 

The Einsatzgruppen pioneered 
early experiments with gassing, 
using scaled vans into which 
exhaust fumes were ducted. 



It was however a slow; inefficient 
method of execution and could 
only cope with small numbers. 

PARTISAN WAR 

Ami -partisan operations were 
conducted with a level of brutality 
that was almost medieval The 
brutality was in part caused by the 
frustration of not being able 
to identify the attackers from 
among the population, but also 
from a sadistic streak that exists in 
many people and to which war can 
gives licence. Photographs exist of 
German soldiers using 
woodsmen's felling axes to behead 
captured Yugoslav partisans. 
In France the resistance 
members were also subject to 
indiscriminate brutality, the pace 
of which quickened with the 
Allied advance in 1944, Homes 
and villages were bumed with 
their owners inside , and if escape 
was attempted soldiers 
surrounding the building would 
shoot the victims. At Oradour- 
sur-Glane in July 1944 men of 
the 2nd SS-Panzer Division Das 
Reich killed 642 men* women 
and children in this way. 

DEATH IN THE (AMPS 

The inmates of concentration 
camps or residents of ghettos 
were killed by starvation and 
neglect, beatings, drowning in 
muddy water and open latrines 
and in the random shooting by 
guards. They also died as human 
guinea pigs in Nazi medical 
experiments. 

The ultimate mass method of 
execution was the use of poison 
gas. wtdch started under the 
euthanasia programme and was 
brought to a diabolical peak in 
the death camps. The 
establishment of extermination 
camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
Belzec, Maidanek, Sobibon 
Chelmno and Treblinka was the 
logical' outcome of the policy of 
mass executions begun by the 
Eimalzgruppen. 

Though prisoners in the death 
camps were shot, hanged, beaten 
to death, savaged by guard dogs, 
electrocuted, or thrown to their 
deaths from the top of quarries, 
the majority of those who died 
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IOST PEOPLE associate the 
. - J guillotine with France, but 
the Germans took the device 
and made it all their own. 
The F&tlbeil was introduced in 
Germany from the 1850s as the 
official agent of choice for state 
execution. During World War II it 
was exported to the occupied 
territories, except in France 
where of course it already 
existed. 

This method of execution was 
generally reserved for Germans 
who resisted the Nazis. Its most 
famous victims were Hans Scholl 
founder of Oer Weisse Rose 
movement and his sister 
Sophie, both executed in 
February 1343 for writing and 
distributing leaflets denouncing 
Nazi crimes. 

The guillotine was denied to 
especially reviled opponents of 
the regime. This is because 
death is instantaneous, The 
actual beheading takes only 
1/ZOOth of a second- The system 
was also employed in the 
concentration camps, though 
its stow rate of despatch was 
un suited to mass murder. 

East Germany continued to 
employ the guillotine right up 
to 1968, when it was finally 
abandoned in favour of the less 
'humane' firing squad- 



were killed in the gas chambers. 

New arrivals wno had been 
deemed unfit for work were 
escorted to the Bmusebtider 
(Shower Baths) where alter 
undressing they were packed into 
the windowless bunkers. They 
were killed by SS staff who 
poured in Zyklon-B. This is an 
amethyst blue crystal which 
forms hydrocyanic, or prussic 
acid when in contact with the air. 
Rudolf Hoss testified that it took 
between three to fifteen minutes 
to kill everyone in the death 
chamber depending on the 
weather, "We knew when the 
people were dead because their 
screaming stopped. We usually 
watted for half-an-hour before 
we opened the doors and 
removed the bodies". 

By 1944-45 executions had 
become a production line 
process, its victims dehumanised 
naked beings shuffling ignorantly 
to their doom. 



Below: The execution chamber in 
Pankraz prison, Prague, The waits 
are white tiled and the floor made 
of concrete as in an abattoir This 
was a place of death where spiff 
blood could be quickly washed 
away Those implicated in the 
Heydrich assassination were 
interrogated here by the SD or 
Gestapo. The prisoners would 
then either be decapitated or, if 
singled out for special treatment 
be suspended from meat hooks 
using conventional rope or piano 
wire. The hooks aligned on the 
rail can be seen behind the curtain 
below, together with the step- 
ladder from which the prisoner 
would be pusht 




Above; German guillotines were constructed quite 
differently from the French variants. They were made 
completely of iron, whereas only the blade and release 
mechanism were so composed in the French version At 
2,50 metres they were also much shorter. 



Right: In the correction room at 
Buohcnwald o&noontration camp 
a prisoner is tied acoss a 
punishment block ready to 
be beaten with a lash. This 
humiliation known as Oer Sock 
to inmates was one of Use Koch's 
i'the Beast of Buchenwatd') 
favourite ways of cowing new 
arrivals. 

Below; Zyklon B was developed 
from prussic acid, traditionally 
used for disinfecting ships against 
plague, ft was produced by the 
Tegesch firm, a subsidiary of LG. 
Farben. It was first tried out on 
human beings in the euthanasia 
program known as Aktion T4, 
where it killed in minutes, ft was 
then industrially produced for the 
extermination camps. 
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The Fiihrer ordered his people 
to be joyful and produce. Through 
a massive program of public 
entertainments the Nazis sought 
to bend labour to Its will. 



DHE NATIONAL 
Socialist Gemeinschafi 
Kraft dwvh Freude - 
KdF or Association of 
Power tli rough Joy - 
was the Nazi 
recreational organ i sation, 
designed to stimulate worker 
morale* More commonly known 
as Strength through Joy*, il was 
based on the Fascist Italian 
scheme Dopo Lavow and the 
first proposed name - Nach der 
Arbeit - was an exact copy of the 
Italian 'After Work". 

On 2 May 1933 T with Hitler's 
consent, Robert Ley led 4 a 
committee of action for die 
protection of Genu an labour" 
and occupied the offices of all 
trades unions and gaoled their 
officers. A day earlier Hitler had 
declared 1 May to be National 
Labour Day. The 25 million 
employers and employed in 
Germany, having been 'regained 
for the nation', changed from 
being organised unions and 
employers associations into 
soldiers of labour". Hi der 
himself identified with the 
masses, often describing his 
status as that of an 'ex -worker"- 

FIT TO PRODUCE 

Ley. a man known for his 
violent anti-Semitism, as well as 
having a reputation vulgar 
ostentation and drunkeness, then 
became the head of the 
Deutsche Arbeitsfwnt or DAF. 
The German Labour Front was 
the centralised government 
labour organisation. Using 
confiscated union funds, he set 
up the 'Beauty of Labour' 
organisation on January 30, 
1934 followed by the Kdf 
movement later in the year. 
Hitler's brief to him was simple. 
"See to it that leisure and 



recreation keep the nerves of the 
toiling masses sound and strong 
enough to facilitate a vigorous 
policy". The masses, the pawns 
or worker ants in the Third 
Reich, were to be kept fit for 
their mission. A hint of this 
uncompromising attitude 
appeared In the rather abrupt 
title of the DAF magazine 
Arbeiierium - Work. The more 
gently named Beauty of Labour 
organisation existed alongside 
the Kdf and organised holiday 
outings, factory celebrations, 
folk dancing and political 
education. 

LEISURE BUSINESS 

KdF was far larger than Beauty 
of Labour, and effectively 
became a business corporation. 
It was not self funding however, 
and in 1933-34 KdF received 
huge government subsidies of 
24 mill ion Reichshmarks, 
falling to RM 17 million in 
1935 and Rm 15 million in 
1936, KdF was subdivided into 
bureaux including ihe Leisure 
Bureau. Sports Bureau. Travel 
and Tourism Bureau and the 
German Popular Education 
Service. 

The KdF, Ley explained, 
catered for the common desire 
of people to join in organised 
activities and left them with 
nothing but sleep for their own 
selves. More bluntly he explained 
"We have no private individuals 
any more. Gone are the days 
when everyone could do as they 
pleased". 

KdF eventually became a 
huge leisure organisation with 
two new cruise liners, holiday 
camps, cut price theatre tickets 
and the Volkswagen - the 
People's Car. For the workers in 
the Third Reich the KdF offered 




Above: Dr Robert Ley, the drunken head of the German Labour Front 
was the leading tight behind Strength through Joy. He promised to free 
the German worker from feelings of inferiority and to promote a sense 
of Volksgemeinschaft. In contrast to the unfulfilled pronouncements of 
Marxism The KdF promised deeds rather than words. 

Below: The KdF constantly dreamt up new festivals in which to channel 
the energies of the workers. This parade of a dance troop in Hamburg in 
June 1938 was to celebrate the theme of 'Beauty and Joy\ 
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Above The KdF was riddled with fraud. The most notorious example 
was the redirection of workers funds invested in the KdF Wagen. 
More than 330 ', 000 ordered cars, but not one was delivered. Here the 
Fuhrer receives his own convertible as a SOth birthday present 

Below: Spreading the good word. A column of vans with public address 
systems wart to start the parade outside the Berlin Radio station in 
November 1935, on the second anniversary of the KdF organisation. 




unbeatable value - a week's trip 
from Berlin to the Baltic resorts 
cost RJVf 32, a fortnight on Lake 
Constance RM 65 and a trip to 
Italy RM 155. In 1935 the 
average worker's income was 
about RM 1 20 a month. 

Though the KdF movement 
offered German workers many 
benefits, it was not seen by 
every German as the National 
Socialist dream. Though the 
in tende d be n e ft c i ar i es were 
meant to be workers, there were 
persistent complaints that well 
heeled citizens were enjoying 
more of the holiday breaks, 
in 1937 a French journalist on a 
cruise to Norway on a KdF liner 
analysed the status of the 939 
passengers. Though 56 would 
not disclose their occupation 
or job he established that blue- 
collar workers made up 2 1 7, 
white-collar workers and 
craftsmen 249* women 
employees 202, 1 87 were 
accompanying wives and 28 
were self-employed. The KdF 
explanation was that not all 
workers were manual labourers. 
The DAF looked on every 
employed German as a worker - 
'Worker 1 was an honorific title. 

GERMAN JOKES 

However there were cases of 
corruption and fraud by DAF 
officials administering the 
programmes and it was jokingly 
suggested that the initials KdF 
stood for Kind durch Freund - 
Child by a Friend or Kotz durchs 
Fenster - Vomit through 
the Window. 

The Volkswagen, which was 
originally to have been called the 
KdF Wagen, was designed by 
Dr Ferdinand Porsche, then 
a designer at Daimler-Benz, 
Stuttgart, between 1933-34. 
There are reports that Hitier laid 
down the design criteria for the 
car. It was intended to be a low 
cost vehicle that would be 
affordable to ordinary workers 
who would buy it on a weekly 
subscription basis. Until this 
time the car had been a middle 
class luxury, Hitler announced 
the project in 1935 and on 
26 May 1938 laid the foundation 



si one for a factory at 
Fallersleben near Brunswick 
where the car would be built. 
Over 330,000 workers 
subscribed Rm 280 million for 
the can Pilot models were built, 
but during the war the factory 
concentrated on the le Piw T\p 
62 and Typ 82 Kiihelwagen, a 4 
x 4 field car that was effectively 
the German equivalent of the 
Jeep. Some of the VW Beetles 
that were built during the war 
saw service in the German army 
as the 4 X 2 fe Pkw Typ 82tV Typ 
51 Limousine. 

INSECT ON WHEELS 

The VW Beetle is the only post- 
war survivor of the KdF. 
Ironically the management of the 
Fallersleben factory offered the 
plant to the British in 1945 as 
reparations. However, after two 
British officers from the REME 
had surveyed the bomb damaged 
site, it w r as rejected, The first VW 
came on sale in 1946 and proved 
a major success. It had not only 
been tested in war, but the rear 
engined, air cooled vehicle had 
driven 2,5 million miles in trials 
in the 1930s. 

The 200,000 ton snow white 
cruise -liners the Wilhetm Custloff 
and Robert Ley sailed as far as 
the Norwegian fjords or Madeira. 
They were single-class vessels: 
when travellers arrived aboard 
there was a lottery for cabins 
intended to reinforce a feeling of 
unity and equality. 

Holiday makers saw little of 
the countries they visited, but had 
a fully supervised programme 
run by politically trained guides 
and officials, The day began with 
PT in the morning and ended 
with folk songs at night, and if 
the staff did not ensure that 
passengers joined in. their 
officious fellow holiday makers 
would notice those who were not 
keen to enjoy the collective fun. 
A more sinister group of 
'holidaymakers' appeared on the 
liners in the form of a small team 
of Gestapo officers, who kept an 
unobtrusive watch on the 
passengers and crew and were 
ready to report any anti -social 
attitudes or behaviour. 
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THE NAZIS WERE QUICK to 
recognize that workers 
needed to fill their leisure hours. 
Quality free time became more of 
a priority as the poor economic 
situation of the late Weimar 
years reversed itself. 

Unorganised leisure would 
have counted as a vacuum in the 
structure of day-to-day Nazi 
existence. Totalitarianism, like 
nature, abhors a vacuum. 
Ingenieur Arnhold, an early KdF 
ideologist, wrote that "much of 
physical, mental and nervous 
activity such as music, sports, 
celebration, housework etc. is 
not paid for at all." 

Thus the Reich could profit 
directly from the workers if they 
paid contributions to take part in 
organised extra-curricular 
activities They could also benefit 
from indoctrinating the workers 
through sports and the belief in 
competition as the defining 



philosophy of life. 

Competition was, after all, at 
the heart of National Socialist 
ideology, be it on a national or 
individual level. The German 
worker was, as Konstantin Hierl 
pronounced, to be "a fusion of 
soldier, farmer and worker." 

The Sports Office of the KdF 
organisation was dedicated to 
providing a workforce that was 
fit to dig fields or tank ditches, 
and brave the flames of the forge 
and the battlefield alike. 

In 1936 therefore, sports 
and physical training were 
introduced into factories and 
every youth in employment was 
obliged to spend two hours of 
his working week engaged in 
physical activity. 

On the surface the worker 
enjoyed the benefits of healthy 
excercise and raised morale. He 
alone in contemporary Europe 
could expect such privileges. 




: ;- Above left and below: Sport is a great leveller and here young and 

middle aged alike enjoy excercise outside office hours. German women 

SC were of course being manipulated to produce more in the workplace 
and in the labour wards. They were viewed as breeding machines and 
mere units of industrial labour. 

Left: Hans von Tschammer und Osten (1887-7943) was President of the 
German Olympic Committee and directed the preparations for the Berlin 
Olympics of W36, After the games, as head of the Sports Section of the 
KdF agency, he devoted himself to the elimination of Jewish athletes 
from German sports and to the all-over physical fitness training of the 
entire German population. 
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Above: An advert for an October 
1939 performance at the Berlin 
Plaza. The Feier abend or 'After 
Work office of the KdF 
presented such attractions 
as variety shows, films and 
concerts. In 1938 the 
organisation put on 145,000 
events which were attended 
by 55 milt ion spectators. 

In 1938 180,000 Germans 
went on cruises. The ships were 
also a useful investment as troop 
transports and in 1939 carried the 
men of the Kondor Legion from 
Spain to Germany - a journey 
paid for by DAF funds. 

Tourism within Germany 
opened up the coast, mountains 
and lakes to city dwellers and 
reinforced a sense of national 
pride. KdF brought business to 
rural hotels and inns as well the 
German Rehhsbcilm trains that 
took German workers to the 
Alps, Venice, Naples and 
Lisbon. At Riigen on the Baltic 
coast a huge multi-story holiday 
camp was built. It would later 
be used as a military hospital 
during the war, 

ARTS SUBSIDIES 

The subsidised theatre tickets 
available through KdF gave the 
pe t forming arts an enormous 
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Right: The pubticity-consctous 
Robert Ley (in the hat} enjoys a 
photo-opportunity in March 1936 
to promote KdF leisure. As head 
of the German Labour Front he 
wielded enormous influence, 
and amassed a personal fortune 
from the huge success of the 
programme to bring joy to the 
German masses. 

boost in Germany and touring 
theatre and cabaret groups visited 
factories. However dance bands, 
cabaret dancers and blue 
comedians were excluded from 
the KdF sponsored performances. 
Not for German ears the racy 
humour of Britain's Workers' 
Playtime. In one KdF mobile 
show the programme ridiculed 
grumblers, pessimists, astrology 
addicts and other an ti -social 
people and ended with the slogan 
"J want you all to understand that 
there can be no greater blessing 
than living in a fatherland that 
gives you work and is 
progressing" 

Those former union members 
who had seen their funds stolen 
by Ley and the DAF must have 
wondered if there was a private 
joke intended when the KdF 
Theatre of the People opened on 
January 1 934 with Schiller's Die 
Rauher (The Thieves). 




KdF also sponsored 
exhibitions, hiking, folk dancing 
and adult education courses. 
The education services absorbed 
the prestigious German adult 
education movement, raising 
membership to 16.5 million. 
KdF sports facilities awarded 
five million certificates for 
achievement. In 1938 the 
International Olympic 
Committee awarded the KdF 
an Olympic cup for its special 
achievements in sport. 

SPORT AND WAR 

Two years earlier, the 
government had declared 
athletics an aid to pre-military 
training and racial improvement 
and introduced it at factory 
level. The Reich Director of 
Sport, Hans von Tsehammer 
und Ostcn. devised the term 
Apolitical physical training" to 
cover these activities. 



To the rest of the world, the 
Nazis presented the KdF as the 
project of a caring and 
egalitarian government, but it 
had another purpose. Gerhard 
Star eke, press secretary of the 
DAE explained the rationale of 
the KdF in rather more brutal 
terms. 

"We did not send our 
workers vacationing on their 
own ships or build them seaside 
resorts for our own amusement 
or that of the individual who 
can make use of such amenities. 
We did so merely so as to 
maintain the individual's 
capacity for work and return 
him to his place of employment 
invigorated and re-equipped. 
KdF does, in a sense, overhaul 
every worker from time to time, 
just as the engine of a motor 
vehicle has to be overhauled 
after it has done a certain 
number of kilometres." 
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STRENGTH THROUGH JOY 
was to organise the leisure 
time of the labour force in the 
Interests of the regime. The aim 
was to ensure maximum 
relaxation so that the worker 
could return refreshed and 
therefore at his most efficient. 

Many Germans did have a 
great deal of enjoyment 
especially on holiday, The 
organisation's tourist ships, the 
gleeming symbols of the new 
voik community, provided 
identical accommodation for 
passengers crew. It was part of 
the cruise ritual that all 
passengers from the most 
exalted director - usually an 
unlucky token individual chucked 
in for appearances sake - to the 
lowest had to draw lots for the 
allocation of cabins. 

One hundred and eighty 
thousand Germans took 
advantage of the subsidised 
foreign cruises in 1938 and 
10 million took part in KdF 



vacations of all types. 

Holidays ranged in price from a 
weekln the Harz mountains for 
RM28 (an average worker's weekly 
wage) to a tour of Italy for RM155, 
Clearly foreign cruises were 
beyond the pockets of many, 

Some commentators dismissed 
the scheme as a clever appeal to 
the petty bourgeois inclinations 
of the unpolitical workers. Such 
an individual might imagine he 
had climbed a rung on the social 
ladder if he only went on a trip to 
the Harz mountains. 

The tourism industry was 
given added impetus by pressure 
on employers to increase 
workers entitlement to holidays 
in lieu of of wage increases. 

By introducing the modern 
tourist practise of the package 
tour, and with the help of 
subsidised rail fares KdF 
succeeded in tapping a large 
new market and won a good 
measure of popular approval in 
the process. 



Below: A KdF vacationer appreciates the flora in Madeira. To the delight 
of the working class paid-holiday entitlement doubled under the Nazis 
affording time to enjoy extended holidays, 





Above: The Robert Ley was sister ship to the KdF finer Wilhelm Gustloff 
The fatter was named after the Swiss National Group Leader of the 
NSDAR From September 1939 both ships were assigned to war work. 
The Wilhelm Gustloff was torpedoed in 7945 with the toss of 5,348 lives. 

Below: The Wilhelm Gustloff en route to Madeira stops off in an English 
pott on 10 Aprit 1938. Some 2,500 vacationers brave the cotd weather. 




Right: The pleasures of 
such reserved pursuits 
as sailing were no 
longer meant to be 
enjoyed by the 
privileged few in the 
newly proclaimed 
cfassless Germany. 
Such high-ftown 
idealism Hf in reality 
it ever existed} was 
doomed to fail. 
White-collar 
workers opted for 
trips with their 
peers. Mass 
tourism was seen 
as fodder for the 
proletariat. Such 
people preferred 
to holiday where 
no KdF tourist 
would ever 
venture, so 
prefiguring the 
middle cfass 
abandonment of 
Mediterranean 
coastal resorts in 
the 1970s to the 
mass-tourism 
industry. 
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Prisoners liberated from 
Buchenwatd in April 7945 
stand mute testimony to 
the years of torture and 
starvation they suffered in 
the name of the Fuhrer and 
National Socialism. 



rW| 



The Germans 
were not the 
first to put 
opponents into 
concentration 
camps, but 
those set up by 
the Nazis were 
second to none 
when it came to 
the inhuman 
conditions their 
inmates 
suffered. 
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HE CONCENTRATION 
camp system was not 
set up in its entirety 
immediately the Nazis 
came to power in 
January 1933. The 
camps* the German 
population were told, were 
simply an extension of the 
existing prison system, necessary 
to hold anti-social elements until 
they had reformed. From this 
they finally grew into the huge 
complexes for induslrialised 
'ethnic cleansing', The camps 
housed and then killed - by 
starvation, overwork, beatings, 
shooting, medical experiments 
and gassing - Gentians and 
citizens of occupied Europe who 
were regarded as enemies of the 
Third Reich. 

EARLY INNATES 

The Nazi arrest list fell into four 
groups: political opponents, 
members of inferior races\ 



criminals and 'shiftless elements' 
believed to be asocial. Within 
these categories were 
freemasons, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
trades-unionists, gypsies - Sinti 
and Roma - homosexuals, petty 
criminals and Jews and those 
who had associated with them. 
Criminals were divided into two 
groups: the Befrisiete 
Vorheugungshaftlinge or BV - 
prisoners in liniited-ferm 
preventive custody, these were 
men who were persistent 
offenders. Men who were serving 
a full criminal sentence were 
known as Sicherungsverwahrte 
orSV. 

It should be remembered that 
the anti-Semitism, homophobia, 
craving for order at any price and 
racism that inspired these arrests 
was not uniquely German, it was 
an ugly feature of European 
attitudes, and one that the 
Germans would exploit during 
the war. It is worth remembering 



that Sweden, a European country 
with a tradition of liberal 
neutrality, practised sterilisation 
for the mentally retarded, for 
ethnic groups of so-called 
"Tartars* and for 'anti-social' 
women and men. from the 1 930s 
up to the 1970s. 

FIRST CAMPS 

Between 1933 and 1945, life in 
the camps varied for both staff 
and inmates* The fust camps set 
up in 1933 included Esterwegen 
and Dachau, and were run by the 
Sturmahteihmg, the SA or Storm 
Troops. There were others, 
known as WUde Lager or "wild 
camps'; which were set up by 
police officials or senior Nazis. 
Most of these were closed down 
after the first rush of arrests had 
fallen off The German public 
were informed that the camps 
were needed for the restoration 
of public order and security and 
were legal under Article 48 of the 
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Left: The early concentration camps were 
depicted by the Nazis as tough but fair places of 
incarceration, where 'wrongdoers' could be 
brought back to society through hard work. 

Above: The truth was very different. Being sent 
to a camp was often a death sentence, especially 
after the war started. Inmates were routinely 
starved, and medical attention did not exist. 



Weimar Constitution. A law 
dated 28 February 1933 
suspended clauses of the 
constitution and provided for 
Schutzhoft (Protective Custody) 
for dissenters. 

Since many of the men who 
staffed the camps as guards and 
administrators had served in the 
armed forces, they looked to the 
Imperial German Army as a 
model for their conduct. This was 
reflected by long drawn-oul roll 
calls, with prisoners standing at 
attention and shouting out their 
number when it was called or 
crude physical training which 
was intended to exhaust and 
humiliate. 

PRE-WAR ORGANISATION 

The formal organisation and 
administration of the camps 
before and during the war owed 
much to Thcodor Eickc - a 
tormer policeman who 
commanded Dachau from June 
1933. In April 1 934 He hi rich 
Himmlcr, head of the SS, 
appointed Eicke inspector of 
Concentration Camps and SS 
Death's Head Guard Formations 
1 SS- To lei i kopfi e rhtmde ) . 
Eicke laid down detailed 



regulations on solitary 
confinement, corporal 
punishment, healings, reprimands 
and warnings. He informed his 
guards that any pity for enemies 
of the state was unworthy of SS 
men. Any SS men with a soft 
heart would do well "to retire 
quickly to a monastery". He said 
he could only use hard, ruthless 
men who would obey every 
order. 

It was Eicke who introduced 
the cruelly deceptive slogan 
A rbeit Mucht Frei - 'Work sets 
you free- which appeared in 
metal work over the gates of 
many concentration camps. This 
helped to foster the illusion that 
the camps were intended to 
reform and inmates might earn 
their release. 

The pre-war regular camps, 
besides Dachau, were 
commanded by an SS officer 
with the rank of colonel or major. 
These included Buchenwald, 
Sachsenhausen, Belsen, 
Gross-Rosen and in Austria, 
Mauthausen with the former 
fortress of There si enstadt in 
Czechoslovakia. Beneath him the 
camp was structured as 
companies commanded by a 



captain or lieutenant with blocks 
supervised by a Kapo or senior 
prisoner Tn some camps Kapos 
carved out empires for 
themselves with subordinates of 
their own choosing. 

PRISONERS REGISTERED 

Upon arrival, prisoners who were 
to be used as slave labourers had 
a number tattooed on their left 
forearm. Primo Levy, the Italian 
writer who survived Auschwitz, 
recalled one robust dock worker 
who was so heavily tattooed that 
there was no space on his 
forearm for a number. Their 
heads were shaved and they were 
stripped of their clothing and 
issued striped two-piece un if onus 
and hats. On the left breast of the 
jacket and the right leg of the 
trousers a coloured triangle was 
sewn to indicate the nature of the 
prisoner's 'crime*. 

All political prisoners had a 
red triangle; criminals, green; 
shiftless elements, black; 
homosexuals, pink; Gypsies, 
brown: blue for the stateless or 
those who had attempted to 
escape from the Third Reich; 
violet for Jehovah's Witnesses 
and relidous fundamentalists; 



and Jews wore a yellow triangle 
in addition to the classification 
triangle which together formed 
the six-pointed Star of David. 
Jews who had defied the race 
laws wore a black border around 
the triangles. 

As the war progressed and 
prisoners appeared from 
occupied Europe they carried 
identifying letters, for example F 
for France or P for Poland. Men 
who were war criminals wore the 
letter K for Kriegwerbrecher 
while the letter A for Arbeit 
{ work) indicated a labour 
disciplinary prisoner. Inmates 
with learning difficulties were 
brutally labelled with the word 
Blod - stupid. 

In the early days of the 
pre-war concentration camps 
some people who had been taken 
into custody, like the Austrian 
psychoanalyst Bruno Bettelheim 
who spent a year in Dachau and 
Buchenwald between 1938-39, 
were released. At the close of the 
war, some of the tougher inmates 
who had been imprisoned before 
1939 survived to be liberated by 
the Russians, British or 
Americans. For many, however, 
arrest and transfer to the 
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Above: Most of the time for the inmates of the pre-war camps was filled 
with brutal, unceasing physical labour Although initially used by the SS 
simply to break the spirits of the victims, it gradually dawned on the 
organisers of the camp system that such labour might be used for profit. 

Below: During the war, the camp population expanded explosively, with 
much of that expansion being fuelled by the addition of millions of 
Russian prisoners of war. One in two of these prisoners died in captivity. 




concentration camps was to start 
a journey into die nacht ttrul 
nebeL the darkness and mist, or 
night and fog - and never return. 
This practice of ^disappearing" 
people was formalised on 
7 December 1941 in an order 
from Hitler known as the Nacht 
und Nebel Erlass thai staled that 
"persons endangering German 
security" were not to be executed 
immediately but were to 'vanish 1 . 

Throughout the existence of 
the camps the Nazis were at 
pa ins to conceal their function or 
justify their existence. 
Photographs showed lit. healthy 
men in prison uniforms working 
in factories under SS supervision. 
At Ravensbriick concentration 
camp, set up in 1938 to house 
w r omen, the inmates worked in a 
clothing plant remodelling furs. 

FINAL SOLUTION 

The decision taken at the 
Wan usee Conference on 
20 January 1942 to implement 
the Final Solution die Eiullosung 
- die plan to exterminate 
European Jewry - changed the 
character of camps, but made the 
deception more elaborate. 

When Jews began to be 
transported for re settlement * in 
the East - in'reality to the death 
camps of Ausehwitz-Birkenau, 
Belzec. Majdanek. Sobibor, 
Treblinka. Chelmno and Stutthof 
in Poland - the former fortress of 
Theresienstadt in Bohemia was 
set up as a model concentration 
camp. 

In November 1941 Reinhard 
Heydrieh ordered that the 7.000 
people living in die area be 
removed. The camp was set up to 
house the elderly, war veterans, 
retired government officials and 
Jews married to Aryans and 
enjoyed the reputation of being a 
'model ghetto'. It was filmed and 
visited by the International Red 
Cross. 

In reality Theresienstadt was a 
transit camp where the inmates 
were held and then w r cnt on to 
the extermination camps in the 
East. 

For Jews from Western 
Europe the illusion of normality 
was sustained in their final train 



journey to the extermination 
camps, Many travelled in 
passenger trains carrying luggage 
with cash and good clothes. For 
those from Eastern Europe, 
w r here they had lived as a 
persecuted minority and known 
periodic pogroms against their 
community, the Nazi system was 
harsh from the outset, with 
families crammed into sealed 
cattle trucks. 

TO LIVE OR DIE 

At the railway siding at Trcblinka 
extermination camp the 
commandant Franz Stangl had a 
mock railway station built w r ith a 
clock, ticket office and flowers. 
Camp inmates who were tasked 
with sorting the clothing and 
possessions found that middle- 
class Jews could be almost 
officious with them, telling them 
lo take good care of the folded 
clothes. The naked arrivals were 
then directed to the building they 
were told was a shower, it was in 
reality an extermination chamber. 
For die men and women who 
were selected as tit for work as 
they assembled on the ramps of 
the stations at the extermination 
camps, life could be measured in 
months. For the old, weak and 
very young, life would last for a 
few more hours as they were 
ushered towards the 'showers' . 

WORKED TO DEATH 

The fit - or men or women with 
skills useful to the camp staff like 
shoemaker or goldsmith or to the 
industrial sites close to die camp 
like chemist, bricklayer or 
electrician - were put to work. 
However, the rations were 
insufficient, conditions terribly 
harsh and this wore down the 
slave workers, The short period 
of sleep was itself exhausting as 
prisoners were crammed into 
multi-tier wooden bunks. 
Periodically the workers were 
subject to selections and those 
who were deemed unfit w r ere sent 
to the gas chambers. 

The SS-Wirtschaftsver- 
wakunghauptamt (SS-WVHA) 
SS Economic Administration 
Department ran the commercial 
operations in concentration 
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camps and charged companies 
four to eight RM a day for the 
use of prisoners working a 12- 
hour day, The average survival of 
a prisoner in a work camp was 
nine months, by this time the SS 
would have made RM 1,431 for 
each labourer. 

Survival depended on many 
things. Being member of a group 
helped: ethnic or political groups 
might hang together and protect 
weaker members. But it might 
also depend on something as 
simple as a spoon - possessing it 
allowed the prisoner to scoop out 
the solid, more nutritious matter 
at the bottom of a bucket of soup. 

THE GUARDS 

It is hard to understand the minds 
of the men who ran these camps. 
Rudolf Hoss, the commandant at 
Auschwitz, regarded himself as a 
perfectly normal man, but he 
combined a belief that 
anti-Semitism was almost a form 
of pest control with Lin 
authoritarian personality that 
followed orders to the letter. At 
Trebhnka, Franz Stangl said that 
to undertake the work he 
distanced himself from the 
victims as they arrived by train: if 
they were seen as people, it 
would have been harder lo 
conduct mass murder. 

Stangl T a former Austrian 
policeman, had initially been 
ordered to run part of the pre-war 
euthanasia programme in 
Germany. The policy had been 
part of a programme of eugenics 
that would remove mentally or 
physically until people and allow 
a stronger and healthier nation to 
develop. If this was accepted it 
was easy to make the moral jump 
to exterminating a race that could 
endanger the health of Germany 
and Europe. 

DEATH'S HEAD HELPERS 

The guards at the camps included 
Eastern Europeans as well as 
Germans loo old for frontline 
military service. Some were 
members of German minority 
groups in the Baltic or Ukraine 
that had felt victimised before the 
arrival of the Nazis, and were 
happy to bully a vulnerable 
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Above: Accommodation in the concentration camps 
was usually in barrack blocks, in military use such 
buildings might house 60 soldiers: in the camps they 
were originally home to 150 prisoners, and by the 
end of the war might hoid 600, 



Below: it took the Germans a long time to realise 
that they had a large supply of free iabour in the 
concentration camps. Here, women at Ravensbrueck 
work in the camp shoe shop: many other prisoners 
were farmed out to factories and war industries. 




group. These men inhabited a 
brutal ised world where human 
life had no value, but they were 
not the Nazi puritans of 
Himmlefs fantasies. Many were 
corrupt, and sex. drink and ready 



money were considered the 
'perks' of the job. 

Though some of the guards 
escaped at the end of the war, 
many were tried and sentenced in 
the years that followed. Even at 



the close of the 20th Century, 
more than half a century later, the 
courts are still hunting the 
officers and men of the SS and 
Gestapo who committed these 
uniquely brutal crimes. 
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ALTHOUGH THERE WERE 
more than 1100 main 
camps and sub-camps in 
Germany alone, camps where 
life was cheap and the death 
rate was high, there were only 
six locations which were 
dedicated specifically to killing 
on an industrial scale. But 
some of the death camps were 
more than death factories 
alone: Auschwitz, for instance, 
was a vast complex of camps 
and factories sprawling over a 
huge area, which also 
controlled mines and industrial 
sites all over Silesia. 

Life for a prisoner in such a 
location was perhaps even 
harder than elsewhere, In other 
camps, guards might have 
marginally more concern for a 
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worker's welfare, since any 
that fell sick would have to be 
replaced and the supply of 
fresh prisoners was large but 
not unlimited. At Auschwitz, 
however, there was no such 
consideration. There was a 
continuous stream of 
deportees arriving by train, 
from which new labourers 
could be selected. There was 
also the vast apparatus of 
killing and body disposal. This 
meant that the guards had 
little or no compunction about 
judging an inmate unfit to 
work: there was always 
someone to take his or her 
place, and killing and disposing 
of the economically unviable 
was a simple matter. 



Top: The motto ovsr the gates of the 
origins! camp at Auschwitz reads "Work 
will set you free"- Work was certainty a 
major part of the programme in the 
camps: bonebreaking, souf-detroying 
endless work, supervised by some of the 
most brutal guards in history. 

Above: Life in the camps varied depending 
upon which kind of camp you were sent 
to. In the selection process seen here t 
those fit to work are being sent to one of 
the factories in and around Auschwitz: 
their fife expectancy was about nine 
months, Those Judged unfit to work had a 
life expectancy of about an hour, 

Above right: Some tried to keep their 
intellectual fives going in the camps, but 
life was so hard that most simply 
concentrated on survival. However,, the 
Germans selected musicians to play in the 
Auschwitz camp orchestra: People went to 
their deaths to the strains of Viennese 
waltzes played by fellow inmates. 

Right: Only those who learned the 
harshest lesson could hope to survive the 
hell of the camps, and even then survival 
was often as much a matter of luck. 
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ULIUS STREICHER 
was the archetypal 
Nazi thug. Bullet 

headed, sporting a 
Hitler-style minimalist 
moustache, he often 
appeared in public 
cracking a whip. By the time the 
Nazi regime was established, 
Slreicher and the beer hall toughs 
thai followed him were becoming 
an embarrassment. But he and 
First World War veterans like 
him were crucial lo the party's 
early days. Hitler said of them: 
"They were simple creatures. . . 
They couldn't let the country be 
sold out to the scum who were 
the product of defeat, From ihe 
beginning I knew that one could 
make a party only with elements 
like that". 

SCHOOLTEACHER 

Born in 1885 in Fleinhausen, 

Upper Bavaria, Streicher 
followed his father's profession 
and in 1909 became a school 
teacher in Nuremberg. Like many 
young educated Germans with 
an interest in the military, 
he enlisted in the Einjahrige 
Freiwilligen (one year 
volunteers). These men paid for 
their own food, equipment and 
uniform and were usually posted 
to the army reserve at the end of 
their year of service. After two 
more annual call-ups and an 
exam* they became reserve army 
officers. But not Streicher. 
He was turned down, for reasons 
not listed in his paybook, but 
not difficult to guess from his 
subsequent behaviour. 
The German officer corps was an 
exclusive, aristocratic body, and 
a coarse, foul-mouthed brute like 
Streicher was unlikely to have 
made ihe right impression. 

Nevertheless, unlike his future 
mentor, Streicher did become an 
officer. He joined the army as 
a private on the outbreak of the 



Left: As Gauleiter of 
Franconia, Julius Streicher 
was in effect the host of the 
Nuremberg Parteitage. He 
used the party rituals to turn 
the northern part of Bavaria 
into a second home for 
National Socialism, eclipsing 
its original Munich heartland 
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Firs! World War, a 29-ycar old 
surrounded by teenage 
conscripts. He was a fearless 
soldier, awarded the Iron Cross 
first and second class; by 1918 
he was a lieutenant, one of a tiny 
number of men commissioned 
from the ranks. 

Like so many of Hitlers 
early followers, Streicher 
never adjusted to the peace. 
A vehement anti-Semite* he 
became one of the founders the 
Deutschsozialisllsclie Partei or 



program to that of the NSDAP. 
In 1921 Streicher joined DrOfto 
Dic-keFs volkisch organization, 
the Deutsche Werkgemeinschaft. 
Dickel had published 'The 
Resurrection of the Western 
World", a hook which which 
echoed many of Hitler's themes 
- a classless community 
to replace the morally and 
financially bankrupt old regime, 
and resistance against Jewish 
domination'. 

Dickel's group entered merger 
talks with the fledging Nazi party 
that summer. Dickel proved 
a fluent orator, prompting Hitler 
to resign rather than accept any 
dilution of his authority. It was 
an early instance of the Fiihrer J s 
4 all or nothing' attitude, an 
attitude on which rivals who 
attempted a compromise almost 
invariably foundered. HiLler 
panicked the rest of the Party 
committee into granting him 
dictatorial powers. There was 
no further talk of merger 

JOINING THE NAZIS 

Streicher was impressed. 
By 1922 he led the Nuremberg 
branch of the Deutsche 
Werkgemeinschaft. In October 
of that year he wrote to Hitler 
offering the services of his men 
and organisation. Nuremberg 
proved ferule ground for the 
Nazi Party, membership swelling 
from 2,000 to 6,000 in 1921 and 
to 20,000 by 1922. ProtestanL 
nationalistic and viciously anti- 
Semitic, rural Franconia became 
the new NSDAP heartland, and 
Nuremberg the symbolic capital 
of Hitler's new regime. 

Sucklicj devoted himself lu 



Julius Streicher was one of 
the most important of Hitler's 
early followers. Although 
typical of the foul-mouthed, 
beer-swilling Alte Kameraden 
who made up so much of 
the Nazi Party in the 
1920s, he had real talent 
as a creator of simple 
but effective slogans - 
though he perverted 
that talent to whip up 
anti -Jewish hatred. 
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Above; Gauleiter Julius Stretcher 
stands prominently beside the 
Fuhrers Mercedes at the 1929 
Nuremberg Rally. Hitter and SA 
leader Pfeffer von Saloman take 
the salute as the then tiny SS 
marches past. 



Below: Six years later, and the 
Party Days at Nuremberg have 
grown immensely However, by 
now Hitler is in power, and 
corrupt old-style Nazis like 
Stretcher have become 
embarrassments to the cause. 
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Above: Streicher after his arrest by 
American troops in 1945. Even 
though he had long been out of 
favour with Hitler, his role in 
promoting the culture of anti- 
Semitism was enough to see him 
condemned at Nuremberg. 

Hitler, and elbowed his way 
forward in just the way Hitler 
approved. Streicher was in the 
front ranks during the abortive 
Munich coup, walking beside 
Ludendorff t Hitler and Goering, 
He hit the ground when the firing 
started, and crawled away along 
the sidewalk. Arrested later, the 
indictment was dropped and he 
continued to throw his weight 
around within the party, now 
shorn of its Fiihrer and other 
leading figures. 

Stretchers insulting manner 
alienated many elements of the 
movement, including Gregor 
Sirasser in Bavaria and the 
northern National Socialists. 
With Hitler in jail the volkische 
vote in the Reichstag elections 
of December 1923 collapsed: 
a result the calculating Fiihrer 



was secretly pleased with. 

Gauleiter of Nuremberg- 
Fuerth from 1925, Streicher 
became Gauleiter of Franconia 
in 1929. Karl Holz, the editor 
of Der Stunner was appointed 
as his deputy, Streicher 
achieved national notoriety as 
the party's leading % Jew Baiter, 
making him the obvious choice 
to head the boycott campaign 
against Jewish goods in March 
1933. The World Jewish 
Congress had called for an 
international boycott of German 
goods for one day, intended to 
focus the world's attention on 
the new government's racist 
policies. Anti-Semitic actions 
intensified faster than even 
Hitler intended, but the one-day 
blockade of Jewish shops was 
a public relations fiasco even 
within Germany, 

CORRUPTION 

Streicher 1 s office became a 
byword for venality and personal 
corruption of every kind. He 
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IN THE EARLY 1920s, Streicher 
became involved in a feud with 
former naval officer Walther 
Ketlerbauer, who edited the 
newspaper Detttscher Votkswitte 
{German People's Will}, Stretcher 
seized control of the company 
and used it to publish his own 
weekly propaganda sheet, 
Der Stunner (The StormtrooperJ. 

Stretcher's newspaper was 
the crudest incitement to racial 
hatred imaginable. Indeed, it was 
so awful that even other Nazis 
noticed; some complained to 
Hitler. Stretcher told his critics 
it was the only paper Hitler read 
from cover to cover. It peddled 
lurid tales of Aryan girls 
abducted and gang -raped by 
Jews, Jewish ritual murders of 
Christian babies and countless 
variations on similar themes, all 
the product of his fevered 
imagination. 

Even Hitler recognized its 
negative impact on educated 
Germans and foreign visitors, 
banning it during the 1936 
Olympic Games in Berlin. Yet 
Dm Stm mer was published from 
1923 right up to the end of the 
war in T94S. 

But it was not just a vehicle for 



Streicher's pornographic 
obsessions, but as a mouthpiece 
for the regime. Der Sturm er led 
the calls for new citizenship 
regulations that ultimately 
resulted in the Nuremberg race 
laws in 1935. It claimed that the 
destruction of the airship 
Hindenburg in 1937 was an act of 
Jewish sabotage. Editorials 
endorsed Kristalinacht, the orgy 
of violence which took place on 
10 November 1938, and, once the 
war began, demanded the 
physical elimination of the Jews. 
While Heinrich Himmler strove 
to conceal the Nazis' infamous 
genocide, Streicher wrote in 
January 1944, "Developments 
since the rise of National 
Socialism make it probable that 
the Continent will be freed from 
its Jewish destroyers of peoples 
and exploiters for ever " 



Right: To ail intents and purposes, 
Der Sturm er was a fouf piece of 
gutter press, whose vile 
outpourings could hardly be taken 
seriously, But it was very 
successful; circulation rose from 
about 2,000 in the 1920s to 20,000 
in 1933, and then rocketed to a 
peak of 800 f 000 In 1940, 
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drove out Jews, seizing property 
that he sold on to his cronies and 
bought a country estate with the 
'Jpot. There he installed an 
apartment tor his mistress, Anni 
Seilz and entertained not just her, 
but a succession of aspiring 
actresses, wives and daughters 
of junior officials. He amassed 
a vast collection of pornography, 
which he shared with similarly- 
minded party members. His 
horsewhip was used on prisoners 
and sex partners alike, 

Hitler tolerated Emst Rohnrs 
homosexuality and thuggery, but 
had the S A chief murdered 
when his political ambitions 
threatened to provoke the 
German army. Streicher was 



tolerated long after he became 
a liability because he was one 
of the original "old comrades 1 . 
Yet by 1939 the other 
Gauleiters, no set of angels 
themselves, were unanimous 
in their call for his removal. 
Hitler banned him from public 
speaking, He made a powerful 
enemy in Hermann Goering: 
Streicher claimed that Goering *s 
daughter Edda was the product 
of artificial insemination; an 
allegation he swiftly withdrew, 
bul the RekhsmurschaU was not 
appeased. In 1 940 Goering 
presided over a tribunal that 
investigated Streicher's 
administration. Streicher was 
sacked, his deputy joining the 



army and serving with 7th 
Panzer Division before returning 
to become Acting Gauleiter. 

Streicher continued to publish 
DerSturmer until the end of the 
war, but was cut adrift from the 
Nazi hierarchy. He blamed Willy 
Liebel, the Mayor of Nuremberg 
for reporting him. In prison after 
the war he boasted to Albert 
Speer that he had arranged for 
"your friend Liebel to be shot a 
tew hours before the Americans 
arrived" 

RETRIBUTION 

What actually happened in the 

Nuremberg police headquarters, 
where Karl Holz made his last 
stand, remains speculative. Holz 



may have shot Liebel; Liebel 
might have committed suicide 
(he was an active Nazi himself). 
Holz was killed as the building 
was stormed by LIS troops and 
was posthumously awarded the 
German Order, the NSDAP's 
highest decoration. 

Captured in 1945, Streicher 
was tried at Nuremberg. 
He complained to the prison 
authorities that he was made i4 to 
kiss the feet of negroes. At the 
end of each torture I had to 
extinguish cigarettes with my 
bare feet. ./■ Convicted of crimes 



^ainst humanity, he was hanged 
on 16 October 1946. Unrepentant 
to the end, his last words were 
"Heil Hitier." 

HITLER'S THIRD REICH 25 



Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 13 



HlTC€R*S 










Before Fortress 

Europe could be 

stormed, the Allies 

had to knock the 

Luftwaffe out of the 

skies or destroy it 

on Ihejground. Early German 

""^^against Allied bombers 

ckly turned sou^By 1944^ ^^ ^ 
any had been driven from its ownlkies. 






P^^V"! 1ND FOCUSED 
^J I by his impending 

I execution and a 
k J I six month 

I abstinence from 
■H^IMMH recreational] drugs, 
Reichsmarschall Hermann 
Goering told Allied officers at 
Nuieniberg that he knew the 
war was lost the day he saw 
American fighters over Berlin, 
hi fact, his reaction to the first US 
fighter aircraft over Germany 
highlighted his blustering 
incompetence. In September 1943 
he received reports that several P- 
47 Thunderbolts had been 



brought down over Aachen, These 
were harbingers of doom: 
American daylight bomber raids 
would include increasing numbers 
of fighter escorts. But Goering 
dismissed the news, saying they 
were short range fighters blown 
off' course by the wind. Incredibly, 
the Luftwaffe was compelled to 
accept their commander's 
judgement until 1944, by which 
time the air defence of the Reich 
was close to collapse, 

REAP THE WHIRLWIND 

Sir Arthur Harris, commander of 
RAF Bomber Command, made a 



typically blunt statement during a 
wartime news reel: 

"The Nazis entered this war 
under the rather childish delusion 
that they were going to bomb 
everybody else, and nobody 
was going to bomb them. 
At Rotterdam. London, Warsaw 
and half a hundred other places, 
they put that rather naive theory 
into operation. They sowed the 
wind, and now they are going 
to reap the whirlwind." 
The Combined Bomber 
Offensive, as the British and 
American aerial campaign was 
christened, led to the devastation 
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of most German cities. A total of 
1.42 million tons of bombs was 
dropped on Germany, destroying 
all w r artime industries by the 
beginning of 1945. The defeat 
of Germany's aerial defences 
led directly to the loss of the war. 

PREWAR DEFENCES 

Germany had an aerial defence 
system in place at the outbreak 
of war; a chain of radar stations 
covered the North Sea coast and 
its fighter squadrons were able to 
intercept daylight raids by RAF 
twin-engine bombers in 1939. 
British losses were so heavy that 
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A Consolidated B-24 Liberator of 
the U.S. Army 15th Air Force has 
been hit by flak. With its wing 
torm off by the force of the 
explosion, the aircraft plunged to 
the ground within seconds, kitting 
alt but two of the crew. 




Bomber Command resorted to 
night operations. However, the 
defeat of the daylight attacks and 
the relatively small scale of 
British night raids in 1940 gave 
the Germans little cause to 
modernize their defences. 

Indeed, once western Europe 
was overrun, German military 

production was reduced and 

did not receive the priority it 
demanded until the invasion of 
Russia stalled in the snow 
outside Moscow at the end of 
194L Research on radar was 
cancelled on Hitler's orders in 
1 940 and when it resumed. 




Reichsmar 
empty promises ab 
ability to knock the 
bombers from the s» 
Luftwaffe's detenora, 
mirrored by Goering 's j 
decline, as he descended . 
morphine dependant deiu 



ii was conducted by Luftwaffe 
staff alone. 

In Britain, radar was one of 
the first projects tackled by the 
civilian scientific community and 
the western Allies established an 
early technological lead. 
Germany's greatest successes in 
the later night battles came, 
not from their own airborne 
radar sets, but by developing 
devices that homed in on British 
radar emissions. 

Hitler regarded aircraft as 
flying artillery, to support the 
army in battle by bombing 
targets close to the frontline: 



road and rail junctions, artillery 
or tank concentrations, He had 
no interest in strategic bombing 
as understood by the RAF or 
USAAF, but t typically, valued the 
use of bombers against civilian 
targets as an instrument of terror. 
Hence the London Blitz and the 
attack on Belgrade which opened 
the German invasion of 
Yugoslavia. 

RETALIATION 

RAF Bomber Command 
famously bombed Berlin itself 
during the Battle of Britain, 
triggering Hitler's retaliatory 



attacks on London which gave 
RAF Fighter Command a vital 
breathing space. Yet the RAF 
bombing raids were no more than 
pin pricks on the German 
economy: less than a third of 
bombers got within five miles of 
their targets on a typical raid. 
Over the smog-shrouded Ruhr 
ihe figure was only ten per cent. 
Like most Germans, Adolf 
Hitler concluded the British 
had resorted to the 
indiscriminate bombing of 
civilian population centres. 

German defences were 
developed by General Josef 
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Above: Elements of the U.S. Eighth Air Force, framed by smoking target 
markers, bomb Tours in occupied France. The Americans had begun 
supporting RAF operations as early as August 7942. initially dedicated to 
a strategy of daylight precision attack, relying on the heavy bomber's 
own defensive armament, crippling fosses provoked a major reappraisal. 



Above; Happier times, as Goering and Chief of the Luftwaffe General 
Staff Hans Jeschonnek deploy three Luftflotten for the attack on the 
USSR. The debacle of Stalingrad, the terror of Hamburg and the 
rejection of his request for a massive build up of tighter defences 
provoked Jeschonnek's suicide on 18 August 1943. 



Kammhuber who installed a 
radar network that extended from 
the French coast to Germany and 
north into Denmark. The RAF 
bombers attacked individually, 
making their own way to and 
from their targets, and the 
defences were structured 
accordingly. The 'Kammhuber 
Line" consisted of a chain 
of Wurzburg radar sets, each 
covering an approximately 30 x 
30 kin area. As a bomber entered 
its zone, the radar coordinated 
interception by a modified Bf-1 It) 
twin-engine fighter. Additionally, 
dedicated units of searchlights 
and anti-aircraft guns were 
deployed around major cities, 
some rail-mounted for rapid 
transfer between potential targets. 

Karnmhuber's defensive 
system worked well until mid- 
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1942, Bomber Command's 
casualties were proportionally 
very high, with less than half its 
aircrew likely to survive their 
first tour of operations. Only in 
retrospect did the Germans 
discover that since 1940 the 
British had devoted considerable 
energy to strategic bombing, 
introducing new r types of 
specifically designed tbur- 
engined bombers, expanding its 
airfields and ground staff and 
training RAF personnel in very 
large numbers. It was a tong term 
investment, but it forged a 
potentially war- winning weapon. 

KAMMHUBER SWAMPED 

Once the new aircraft entered 
production and aircrew 
completed their training. 
Air Marshal Harris was able 



to swamp the Kammhuher line, 
concentrating his bombing raids 
in both time and space. 

As the British began to enjoy 
the fruits of their long term 
planning, the Luftwaffe was hard 
pressed to devote any resources 
to home defence. Intense fighting 
on the Russian front led the 
German army to demand greater 
efforts by the Luftwaffe, German 
aircraft played a key role in 
stopping the Red Army's 
offensive in early 1942, then 
supported the German army 
across the whole front that 
summer The siege of Sevastopol 
was ably assisted by Fliegerkoriis 
VJIJ with a high proportion of 
German bombers. 

When the advance on the 
Caucasus faltered and the 
Russians counter-attacked, 



surrounding the 6th Army in 
Stalingrad in November, the 
Luftwaffe threw in everything 
including training units and test 
pilots in its doomed attempt to 
supply Stalingrad from the air. 

A BRAVE FIGHT 

Starved of resources, the German 
defences nevertheless gave a 
good account of themselves 
when the USAAF began its 
daylight bombing campaign in 
1943, American optimism and 
faith in their heavily- armed B-17 
and B-24 bombers led them to 
attempt raids deep into Germany, 
beyond the range of their 
fighters. In August they attacked 
the ball bearing factories at 
Schweinfurl, but the Luftwaffe 
brought down 60 of the 376 
bombers for the loss of 25 
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Below: A second Schweinfurt raid on 14 October 1943 fared no better 

60 bombers out of a total of 29 1 were tost. By this time the Germans 
had in any event dispersed their baft-bearing production. Such crippling 
losses convinced the Americans that the 'setf-defending' bomber was a 
myth, if the Americans were not to be driven from the daylight skies a 
fighter escort woutd be needed all the way to the target. This was 
coming, but it was still some distance away. 



AMERICAN BOMBER CREWS operating out of England in 1943 were 
aggressively confident and believed that they couid deliver their 
poyJooda with limited fighter cover deep inside Germany in daylight, 
Operation 'Juggler' was conceived to cripple the Nazi ball-bearing 
industry at Schweinfurt. The plan's success depended upon the 
German defences being deflected by a simultaneous heavy, fighter 
escorted raid on Regensburg* This would allow the second wave of 
American bombers to reach Schweinfurt virtually unopposed. 

The best laid plans can go awry however. On 17 August 1943 fog 
prevented the deployment of both bomber formations. The 
Regensburg group eventually took off, but the Schweinfurt raiders 
were delayed for a further three and a half hours. By the time that the 
latter group crossed the occupied coast the German day fighters, 
fresh from their successes against the Regensburg bombers, had 
refuelled and lay in wait. 

The first group of 60 B-1 7F's were intercepted by JG 26 and 
elements of JG2, JG3 and i/JG 5. Before they reached the target 
21 bombers had been lost with a further seven compelled to return 
home with a full pay-load. One hundred and eighty three bombers did 
manage to attack the target but in all 36 were lost, and a further 19 
had to be withdrawn from combat readiness, 

German air defence had proved so effective that ball-bearing 
production dropped by just 21 percent, and then for only three weeks. 
Tellingly, no American crews were awarded Distinguished Unit 
Citations for the action. In the long run the heavy casualties prompted 
the abandonment of deep penetration unescorted daylight raids, 
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Above: Originally designed for use in the field, the 12.8-cm Flak 40 was 
far too targe to be used in anything but a static role. From 1940 this 
excellent gun was solely produced for the Defence of the Reich. But it 
was costly and complex, and by January 1345 only 570 were in service. 

Below: The USAAF employed a brightly painted aircraft to assist in 
forming up the bomber groups prior to a raid. Once the formation 
caught up the formation plane returned home. The aircraft used was 
usually an unarmed, war-weary veteran no longer fit for combat 






fighters. A repeat raid in October 
was punished with similar, 
unsustainable casualties. 
However, the success of the 
German defences was to be short 
lived and arguably counter- 
productive, since it led to a sense 
of complacency. 

The US 8th Air Force was the 
tip of an industrial juggernaut. 
US investment in aircraft 
manufacture was on a scale that 
dwarfed that of all other 
belligerent nations. Luftwaffe 
intelligence estimates suggested 
that American aircraft production 
in 1942 would be some 16,000 
machines - actual production 
totals were 47,000. In the first 
eight months of 1944 the 8th Air 
Force quadrupled in size. 

HAMBURG FIRESTORM 

The night campaign intensified 
during 1943 as Bomber 
Command introduced new 
navigational aids and airborne 
radar systems that improved 
accuracy. Hamburg, easy to 
locate with the new technology 
and tinder dry after hot summer 
weather, was subjected to 
a particularly horrific attack. 
Incendiaries created a firestorm 
that killed 40,000 people, the 
defending fighters and flak 
paralysed by the use of 
* window', aluminium strips that 
reflected German radar and 
blotted out radar operators* 
screens. 

The German weapons 
research station at Peenernunde 
was subjected to hea%7 attack as 
well, fatally delaying the V I 
flying bomb programme and 
driving Hans Jeschonnek to 
commit suicide. Popular opinion 
turned on the Luftwaffe for 
failing to defend Germany. 
Party officials joined the army 
and navy in heaping abuse on 
the once-favoured elite. 

RETALIATORY STRIKE 

In his perverse way; Hitler 
welcomed the Allied bombing 
attacks. The devastation actually 
works in our favour/ he told his 
inner circle, 'because it is creating 
a body of people with nothing 
to lose, people who will therefore 



fight on with utter fanaticism ! . 
Hitler's reaction to the Allied 
bomber offensive was not to 
strengthen Germany's aerial 
defences, but to bomb Britain; 
in his view he was meeting terror 
with terror. However, the biggest 
raid the Luftwaffe was able to 
launch included only 150 twin- 
engine bombers, compared to the 
attacks by over 500 aircraft that 
had failed to destroy London in 
the winter of 1940-41. 

But bombers were no longer 
Germany's only method of 
counter-attack: the VI flying 
bomb and V2 ballistic missile 
were Hitler's weapons of choice 
and a collossal industrial effort 
was expended on them, resources 
that might have been better 
devoted to protecting Germany. 

Although more and more 
German lighters were transferred 
to the west, together with 
increasing quantities of anti- 
aircraft guns and searchlights, 
it was a haphazard process, 
frustrated by overlapping army, 
Nazi Party and Luftwaffe 
responsibilities, Field Marshal 
Milch and General Adolf Galland 
vainly argued that Germany must 
prepare for a massive onslaught 
in 1 944, mat me Luftwaffe would 
need three or four times as many 
interceptors as the Americans had 
escorting fighters. 

SLOW PRODUCTION 

Yet German aircraft production 
remained sluggish, wasteful of 
resources: factories remained on 
single shift while those in 
Britain, America and Russia 
worked around the clock. The 
organisation of fighter forces 
was not centrally coordinated, 
available machines divided 
between Germany and occupied 
Europe. Not until autumn 1943 
were the night tighter and day 
fighter formations brought under 
control of the same headquarters. 

Hitler favoured flak over 
fighters; the famous 'Eighty- 
Eight' was one of his favourite 
weapons. As a result, German 
anti-aircraft batteries did receive 
large quantities of new 
equipment. By late 1943 there 
were nine flak divisions and 
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Above: Responding aggressively 
to each attack on the Reich the 
Luftwaffe suffered mounting 
losses of fighter planes. Although 
aircraft continued to he delivered 
in ever increasing numbers up 
until 1945 the Luftwaffe's strength 
eventualty began to fail as 
experienced pilots were killed 
or injured. 



IN RETROSPECT, it is apparent 
that the Luftwaffe's defeat in 
the defence of the Reich was not 
inevitable. 

The night-fighter arm, with 
some 700 planes, inflicted such 
losses upon the RAF that for a 
time the night offensive was 
suspended. But far more 
important was the failure to stop 
the USAAF daylight raids, When 
they had operated without 
fighter protection, their losses 
had been horrifying -as high as 
26 percent on the second 
Schweinfurt raid. 

But the Luftwaffe was to be 
driven from the skies by the 
Mustang. It was this fighter more 
than any other which allowed the 



daylight offensive to continue. 

Heavily outnumbered, the 
Luftwaffe pilots put up a brave 
fight. The events of early 1944 
seemed to show that if they had 
been given enough aircraft, then 
defeat could have been avoided. 
Despite fighter protection the 
bombers continued to endure 
large losses. But the German loss 
rate was increasing. The Berlin 
raid on 6 March 1944 saw 80 
Allied aircraft shot down - but 
the Luftwaffe lost the same 
number, Germany could not win 
in a war of attrition. 

From May 1944 the USAAF 
concentrated on German oil 
production. This was the final 
blow to the air force. Even the 



Above left: The bomber groups 
kept tight defensive formations or 

"boxes' to provide covering fire for 
each other. But these groups 
desintegrated under determined 
Luftwaffe attack. The scattered 
bombers could then be picked 
off piecemeal 

Above: When it first appeared in 

early 1941 the Focke-Wulf Fw 790 
outclassed its opponents, it was 
immensely strong, welt- armed and 
manoeuvrable. Altogether it gave 
Allied pilots a considerable 
inferiority complex. Though it 
never supplanted the Me 10$ It 
was made in a profusion of 
variants by various factories. 

Left: The nemesis of the Luftwaffe 
from its first appearance was the 
North American P»51 Mustang. 
This fighter finally tipped the 
scales in favour of the Allies, 
tt was the pinnacle of war-time 
long-range fighter design and 
a brilliant marriage of an 
American airframe with a British 
Rolls-Royce Merlin engine. It was 
capable of escorting a bomber 
to Berlin and back again, 

successful night fighters, starved 
of fuel, could not get airborne in 
sufficient quantities, and the 
night raids were resumed. 

Milch had promised Goering 
that the Reich and thus the vital 
armaments and oil industry could 
be adequately defended by day 
fighters if they outnumbered the 
enemy by four to one. But Hitler 
and the Reichsmarshatf refused 
to listen. The impact of S peer's 
greatly increased fighter 
production, including the 
revolutionary M ess ersch mitt 262 
was squandered by ground 
attack demands on other fronts. 

And when the German fighter 
finally relinquished its offensive 
role in 1945, it was too late. 
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Above: Thanks to Albert Speeds direction, monthly fighter production rose 
from a paltry 700 units in Ferbruary 1943 to a peak of 3375 in September 
1944, But even these figures were not enough to regain air superiority. 




Above: Aibert Speer and Erhard Mich, Milch, Ernst Udet's successor as 
Luftwaffe Ordnance General, was unfairly blamed for the Luftwaffe's 
catastrophic failures of 1943-44, He had demanded further fighters to 
defend the Reich but Hitler and Goering ignored him. 

Below; Germany's expanding war created a serious manpower shortage. 
From February 1943, boys aged between 15 and 17 replaced men 
needed at the front in manning Germany's anti-aircraft batteries. 




seven independent flak brigades 
across western Europe, 
equipped with 50,000 anti- 
aircraft: guns. They were 
supported by gunnery control 
radar and searchlight batteries. 
Gun and searchlight crews came 
to consist of Hitler Jugend 
volunteers and prisoners-of-war 
from eastern Europe, leavened 
by regular troops invalided out 
of frontline units in Russia. 
There were 1.1 million men in 
these formations, rising to 2 
million over the next year. 

FLAK THREAT 

The British believed flak to be 
their most deadly enemy since a 
high proportion of RAF 
bombers returned with shrapnel 
damage. In the increasingly 
crowded skies over Germany 
many crews witnessed the 
hideous sight of a bomber 
caught by searchlights tike a fly 
in a spider's web, twisting and 
turning as shells detonated 
around it 

German anti-aircraft guns 
fired time-fused shells, intended 
to explode in the path of the 
bombers, but each hit at altitude 
required an average of 16,000 
rounds from the 88 -mm flak 36 
or 8,000 from the improved flak 
41 model. This consumed an 
enormous amount of scarce 
aluminium for the fuzes alone. 

The most effective German 
weapon was the lighter; aircraft 
accounted for two-thirds of 
British losses, despite the 
relatively modest numbers 
of dedicated night fighters 
and the steady attrition of 
night operations. 

In 1944 the British and 
Americans continued to expand 
their bomber fleets. The USAAF 
made the defeat of the Luftwaffe 
its top priority: the invasion of 
Europe and the daylight bombing 
of Germany could not proceed 
until this was achieved. 

Hitler took heart from the 
defeat of RAF Bomber 
Command in the 'Battle of 
Berlin'. This was a prolonged 
series of raids launched against 
the German capital during the 
winter of 1943-44, An attack on 



Nuremberg in March cost the 
British 95 four-engine bombers, 
in one night. Bomber Command 
lost more aircrew than Fighter 
Command did in the Battle of 
Britain. 

Allied attacks on Germany 
diminished as raids on France 
were mounted in preparation for 
the D-Day landings. Confident in 
Germany's defences, Hitler 
transferred 200,000 Luftwaffe 
personnel to the Russian front. 

When the Combined Bomber 
Offensive resumed in full force, 
the Luftwaffe was hopelessly 
outnumbered. Its daylight fighter 
strength was no more than that 
of RAF Fighter Command in 
1940. The D-Day landings 
involved some 12,000 Allied 
aircraft, and only 300 German 
machines were available to 
oppose them. The development 
of the P-5 I Mustang and the 
widespread use of drop tanks 
enabled the USAAF to fight 
daily aerial battles with the 
German fighters, 

Luftwaffe losses soared: each 
month it lost more than half its 
operational fighters and a quarter 
of its pilots. Training was 
curtailed by fuel shortages and 
the desperate need to replace 
casualties; by late 1944 German 
pilots received only a third as 
much training time as their 
opponents. 

FLAK THREAT 

The sudden collapse of the 
Luftwaffe came as a hideous 
surprise to Hitler and Goering T 
who had ignored the warnings 
of Calland and Milch for so 
long. Hitler reached for 
technological solutions: jet and 
rocket fighters, air-to-air rockets 
and the first surface-to-air 
missiles. The Luftwaffe became 
the first air force in the world to 
operate jel fighters in combat, 
but they could not compensate 
for Germany's hopeless 
numerical disadvantage. 

Hitler had neglected the 
defence of the Reich until too 
late. He himself had been driven 
underground by the bombers 
three months before the 
Russians overran his bunker. 
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Left: The Home Front was the 
front tine for the Reich's citizens. 
Bomber Command CinC Sir Arthur 
Harris prefered to bomb cities: he 
knew that night and poor weather 
rendered more precise attacks 
impossible. 

Below: What at First seems 
unbearable becomes part of the 
daity round, if it continues fong 
enough. The extensive 
underground systems in many 
European capitals provided 
sanctuary from the heft above, 



Above and below teft: From 24-20 
July 1943 the RAF bombed 
Hamburg by day whilst the 
USAAF attacked by night More 
than 2,200 Allied planes dropped 
6,889 tons of bombs: German 
defences were overwhelmed and 
only 57 bombers were lost So 
concentrated was the bombing 
that a 'firestorm' developed. As 
hot air from incendiaries rose, 
colder air rushed in to replace it 
acting like a gargantuan bellows. 
The centre of the city melted, and 
40,000 civilians died. 



TOTAL WAR meant as never 
before in human history the 
suffering of non-combatants. 
During WW2 the losses to the 
British civilian population 
amounted to more than 65,000. 
Between them the British and 
Americans lost over 20,000 
planes and 102,000 personnel. 
But civilian losses in the German 
Reich in this period reached a 
staggering 609,000 killed, with 
another million wounded. In 
addition some 3.37 million 
homes were destroyed. 

RAF bomber command had set 
out to destroy German morale by 
its prolonged attacks on civilian 
and industrial targets alike. From 
January 1943 the Americans 
came by day, and the RAF by 
night. However, just as in the 
London Blitz, the desired 
psychological impact was never 
attained. It can be argued that 
the results were counter- 
productive, lending credence to 
Nazi propaganda, and blunting 
internal resistance against Hitler. 
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Even though the 
handgun was of 
little use in 
combat, during 
World War II, 
more and more 
soldiers used 
pistols as 
personal 
weapons. 
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□ AN EASY ANSWER 
lo the often-posed 
question "What use is 
a pistol in combat?"* 
is - "not much " The 
pistol has a very 
limited range. At best - in the 
hands of a trained marksman - it 
has little more than nuisance 
value beyond about 20 metres. In 
the interests of controllability the 
pistol also fires slow, low- 
powered rounds, capable of 
terrific impact at short ranges, but 
rarely as lethal as a high- velocity 
projectile from a rifle. 
Furthermore, they are not 
particularly cheap to make. 
Given this catalogue of 
disadvantages, it is surprising 
that soldiers continue to carry 



pistols, yet carry them they do. 
The simplest reason is thai there 
is often no alternative. For some 
soldiers it is impractical to carry 
any form of weapon larger than a 
pistol. These include tank and 
vehicle crews, airmen and men 
carrying heavy equipment such 
as radio sets or machine-gun 
mounts. They have no hands free 
to carry a personal weapon, and 
very little space about the person 
or place of operations to stow 
anything larger than a pistol. 

GOOD FOR MORALE 

Carrying a pistol is good for 
morale, for two reasons. Any sort 
of weapon gives the user 
considerable authority over those 
who are not armed, like civilians. 



Above: Two Panzergrenadiers 
armed with MP40 sub-machine 
guns take cover in a shelf hole on 
the Russian Front. Although sub- 
machine guns were not much 
more accurate than pistols, their 
ability to deliver easily-controlled 
automatic fire was very useful at 
short range. 

A pistol becomes an important 
symbol when dealing with an 
unarmed or demoralised enemy, 
such as prisoners of war. But 
carrying a weapon also gives self 
confidence to the carrier. 

Pistols do have a genuine 
defensive role. Soldiers in rear 
areas are just as likely to come 
under attack from partisans or 
Commando raiders as their front- 
line counterparts. German 
personnel working in the 
occupied territories during World 
War II were under constant threat 
of attack; every servicemen had 
to be armed for virtually his 
entire waking existence. Pistols 
were an easy way to do this. 
Pistols are also status symbols - 
which is why so many staff 
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officers far from the battle area 
went about armed, as a reminder 
that they were still fighting men< 

The most famous pistol 
carried by German forces during 
World War II, and the one 
battlefield trophy that every 
Allied soldier wanted, was the 
Luger. Known in German Army 
service as the pistole OS from its 
year of adoption, it was named 
after designer Georg Luger, 
Dating back to the beginning of 
the century; the standard pistol 
had an eight shot box magazine 
and fired a 9- mm Parabellum 
round with a maximum effective 
range of 70 metres. The toggle- 
joint mechanism was complex, 
but made the weapon easier to 
tire and therefore more accurate. 

Tough and fairly reliable, it 
was only replaced in production 
for the German army because of 
cost: it was too dcm anding in 
resources, took too long to 
produce and required too many 
matched spare parts. 
Nevertheless, it was not until 
1942 that production ceased, and 
it remained in service to the end 
of the war. 

SERVICE PISTOL 

The 9 mm Walther P 38 was 
designed to replace the P 08, The 
expansion of the Wehrmacht in 
the 1930s called for a rugged 
service pistol that was quick and 
easy to produce, The P38 was, 
and still is, an excellent service 
pistol It could be stripped easily, 
and had a number of safety 
devices, including a positive 
safety catch that prevented 
accidental firing even when 
cocked. A pin indicator, which 
could be felt in the dark, showed 
the user if a round was loaded. 

Production was undertaken 
not only in Germany but also in 
Belgium and Czechoslovakia and 
the unit cost to the German 
treasury was reduced to RM 32- 

The Walther FoUzei Pistole 
(PP) introduced in 1929 was 
originally produced for police 
use, but was adopted in large 
numbers by the military. A 
smaller version, the PPK (for 
kufz, or short) was introduced for 
concealed carry by detectives and 



other plainclothes security forces. 
PPs were used by uniformed 
police all through the war, and 
the PPK was the weapon of 
choice for Gestapo. Kripo and 
SD officers. Large numbers of 
both types were used by 
Luftwaffe aircrew, and the 
Walther was also used by senior 
officers as a personal weapon. 

When the Germans overran 
Belgium in 1 940 they captured 
the long established small arms 
factory of Fabrique Nationale at 
Li&ge. Consequently they 
obtained the excellent 9 mm 
Pistole Automatique Browning 
modele a Grande Puissance, or 
Browning High Power. First 
entering service in 1935, its 
major attraction was the 
magazine that accommodated 13 
rounds in two staggered rows. 

At the time, the Waffen SS 
were supplied by the Army, and 
were often last to obtain new r 
weapons, However, they were 
quick to see the utility of the 
High Power and adopted it as a 
standard side arm. giving them a 
weapon at least as good as and in 
some ways better than its 
German equivalents. 

Brownings were also used by 
British and Canadian forces 
during World War IL but those 
manufactured under German 
control can be identified by ihe 
markings *Pist. 640(b)' stamped 
on the slide. 

SUB-MACHINE GUNS 

If the pistol was only of limited 
use as a combat weapon, (he 
same cannot be said for its big 
brother, the sub-machine gun, 
known to the Germans as the 
maschmefi pistole or MP. 

Sub-machine guns evolved 
during World War L In the 
confined, close quarter fighting 
of the trenches, troops needed a 
special kind of weapon: a 
compact gun, capable of 
automatic fire like a 
machine-gun, but that would be 
less of a handful in a trench than 
a bayonettcd rifle, There were a 
number of designs, but the 
German Bcrgmann MP 18 was 
the first really practical weapon 
to reach the troops. 




Above: Although it was expensive 
to make, and in spite of the fact 
that it had been in service since 
the beginning of the century, the 
Pistole 08 or Luger was a tough, 
reliable handgun used by German 
troops on alf fronts, 



Below: The Luger was one of the 
first modem self-loading pistols. It 
gained a considerable reputation 
in its long service fife, not least 
amongst the Allies, for whom it 
was one of the most keeiy sought- 
after battlefield trophies. 
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The standard Luger pistol had a 102 mm barrel 
and an overall length of 223 mm. It weighed 
350 grams, and carried 8 rounds of 9 -mm 
Parabellum ammunition. During World War I a 
longer 'Artillery' version had been developed. 
It weighed 1060 grams, had a 200 mm barrel a 
tangent sight and could be fitted with a 32 
round 'snail' magazine. 




The P 38 was the German 
army's standard issue service 
pistol during World War II. It 
was 219 mm long, weighed 
096 kg loaded and had a 
muzzle velocity of 3 B0 
metres a second. The 
magazine held eight rounds 
and it had an effective range 
of 50 metres. 




Simpler than the Luger it replaced, the P38 
was an excellent weapon still in service 
today. However, its 8-round magazine could 
not match the 13 or more rounds carried by 
contemporary designs like the Belgian- 
manufactured Browning High Power. 



The Walther PPK was 173 mm long, 
weighed 0.682 kg loaded, had a muzzle 
velocity of 290 metres a second and an 
effective range of 25 metres. It had an 
eight-round magazine and was chambered 
for a variety of calibres, the main ones 
being the low-powered 9-mm Short 
cartridge and the 7.35-mm or 0.32 Colt. 
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Even today, more than 80 
years after the end of that war, 
the MP 1 8 displays the classic 
features of the sub-machine gun. 
It fired a pistol cartridge using a 
simple k bIowback J mechanism. 
The low power ammunition 
meant that it was relatively easy 
to control even when firing in 
fully automatic mode - 
lightweight hand-held weapons 
are almost impossible to control 
firing bursts of full- power ammo. 

INTER-WAR DESIGN 

After the war stocks of the MP1S 
were taken over by the French 
Army who substituted a 20 or 32 
round box magazine that loaded 
from the left for the Luger-type 
snail-drum magazine originally 
fitted. This feed mechanism was 
adopted when production 
resumed in Germany in 1928, It 
was used by the Waffen-SS and 
police units. 

The 9 mm MP34/35 designed 
by the Bergmann brothers in 
Denmark was very similar in 
appearance to the MP28. In 1934 
production started in Germany 
and the bulk of the stock made 
by Junker und Run AG at 
Karlsruhe went to the Waffen-SS. 
Up until the outbreak of war, the 
sub-machine gun remained a 
specialist weapon, used primarily 
by security troops. With the start 
of hostilities, however, it was 
found to be uniquely suitable for 
a number of missions, and 
demand for such weapons 
soared. That demand was met by 
a revolutionary' new weapon, the 
MP 38. 

MASS-PRODUCTION 

Mechanically very little different 
from other machine pistols of the 
period, the MP 38 replaced the 
fine wooden furniture and 
intricate machine- tooled parts of 
earlier weapons with simple 
metal stampings, die-cast parts 
and plastic fittings. It was die 
first sub-machine gun to have a 
folding metal butt, reducing the 
weapon's length from S33 mm to 
630 mm and made it ideal for 
paratroops and vehicle crews. It 
had a lug called a 'resting bar' 
below the muzzle so that it could 



be fired on automatic through 
weapon ports or over the side of 
vehicles with no danger of the 
vibration causing it to slip back 
inside. 

Designed by Bcrthod Gicpcl 
und Heinrich VoIImerof the 
Erfurter Werkezeug und 
Mitsch inenfab rik {Ermau e rke ) , 
the MP38 is best known as the 
Schmeisser - though noted gun 
designer Hugo Schmeisser had 
nothing to do with its design. The 
sharp sound of the MP38/40 
firing, compared to the slow beat 
of the US Thompson M 1 928 
Tommy Gun* earned it the 
descriptive if inelegant nickname 
of the 'Burp Gun* . 

FLAWED DESIGN 

The MP 38 went into production 
and in the campaign in Poland in 
1939 it soon emerged that the 
weapon had a dangerous fault, 
When the SMG was cocked the 
bolt could easily be knocked 
forward, accidentally causing it 
to fire. An improvised solution 
was a leather collar that fitted 
over the barrel with a strap that 
held the cocking handle. At the 
factory a simple safety catch was 
produced which consisted of a 
folding latch on the cocking 
handle which could be engaged 
in a notch on the receiver when 
forward thus preventing any bolt 
movement. Weapons with this 
modification were designated the 
MP 38/40. 

The drive to cut production 
costs and speed manufacture led 
to the MP 40. In the new weapon 
machining was reduced to a 
niinimum and steel pressings and 
welds used wherever possible. 
Sub-contractors manufactured 
many of the components and 
weapons were assembled in 
Germany by Erma, Haeni and 
Steyr as well as plants in the 
occupied countries, The 
manufacturers can be identified 
by the code stamped on the rear 
receiver cap; *ayf ■ or "27" 
indicates Erma, *bbnz* or '660' 
for Steyr and *fxo' for Haenel. 

It was an acceptable weapon 
to the German soldier, and it was 
popular with Allied soldiers who 
used captured weapons. But it 
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Above: Anti-Communist French 
volunteers served with the 
Wehrmacht on the Eastern Front 
Originally pert of the army, most 
of those who survived had been 
transferred to the Waff en SS by 
the end of the war. 



Below: German troops in Norway 
are armed with MP28s. Developed 
from the pioneering MP18, the 
MP28 had a bayonet mount and 
long-range sights, but tike all sub- 
machine guns it was essentially a 
short-range weapon, 
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Gorman troops were very impressed with the Soviet PPSh-41 sub- 
machine gun. Although crudely finished, the important parts were tough 
and well made, and it was very reliable - which is more than could be 
said for the MP40 under the harsh conditions of the Eastern Front. 
Captured examples were nicknamed 'Balalaikas' 




s i 



Below: The sub-machine gun in its element The last thing a soldier 
wants when fighting in built-up areas is a rifle: the longer the weapon, 
the more unwieldy it is in close combat The tight handy MP40 was 
ideal for fighting from house to house and room to room. 




was far from perfect: fighting in 
Russia MP 40-armed soldiers 
found themselves outgunned by 
Soviets currying the PPSh4K 
which had a 71 -round drum 
magazine. 

SOVIET WEAPONS 

In addition to its increased 
firepower, the Soviet weapon 
was simpler and more robust in 
field conditions. To address the 
firepower problem, Errna 
introduced die MP40/1 late in 
1943. This consisted of a special 
housing which took two 30 
round magazines fitted side by 
side. When one was expended 
the soldier simply slid the loaded 
magazine into position. While 
this effectively produced a 60 
round weapon, it also increased 
the weight to 5 + 4 kg. The MP 40 
was also produced with a solid 
wooden stock, Designated MP4K 
it was used by paramilitary and 
police units. 

By the end of the war, over 
one million MP 40s had been 
manufactured. It is reported that 
Communist Partisans used an 
MP40 to kill the Italian fascist 
leader Benito Mussolini when 



the\ captured him in 1945, After 
the war it was used by the French 
and remained in service with the 
Norwegian Army for AFV crew*; 
into the 1980s. 

At the close of the war, with 
Germany under pressure from 
the East* and the West, the need 
for cheap, easy to manufacture 
weapons became critical. The 
answer was the MP 3008. It was 
a weapon that was very familiar 
to British troops* since it was a 
reverse engineered Sten Mk 1 
SMC, The major difference was 
that the magazine housing faced 
vertically downwards. The MP 
3008 weighed 2,95 kg, while the 
Sten was 3.235 kg. The German 
'Sten' had a muzzle velocity of 
381 metres a second and a cyclic 
rate of 500 rounds per minute, 
Some 1 0,000 versions of the 
MP3008 were produced and the 
model saw action against the 
advancing Allies. 

The Erma EMP44 was an 
even cruder weapon, fabricated 
from sheet steel and pipework. 
An ingenious design, that used 
the 30 round MP40 magazine, it 
was not put into mass 
production. 
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Heinrich Nimml&r presents a title 
deed to the family of peasant 
farmer Peter tssl. People like these 
were seen by the Nazis as the life 
blood of the German vqIK and 
their tends were protected by law. 






the Nazis was a land 
where forms atid 
documentation were 
away of life. 
Extensive records 
of every citi/cn. 
\y in files of the Gestapo. 
Eventhmy was recorded, 
from the monthly donations oi 
party supporters in the 1920s u> 



plans for the i;as chambers and 
crematoria used m the death 
camps i we iu> years later. 

The SS was particularly prone 
to producing an excess of 
doc u mental km perhaps 
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ejecting the bureaucratic nature 
of Himmkr, It is in the SS Qfcs 
that one can read the minutes ot 
the VVannsee Conference, which 
established the 'Final Solution* to 
the 'Jewish paiblem.* 

lint i he majority of SS 
documentation v\;is of a more 
mundane kind. Every SS member 
had a number and a membership 
book: fighting men had a 
military -style Sohlbuch 
(combined pay book and service 
record) 

Right: The 1944 travel pass and 
identity card of a senior Gestapo 
official -by this time most secret 
policemen were in the SS. 
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There is a vast range of collectable 
SS documentation, memorabilia 
and ephemera, though identifying 
the genuine article can sometimes 
be difficult. This is a programme 
for a pre-war concert given by the 
band of the SS- Lei bst and arte 
Adolf Hitler The black and silver 
'Swallows Nests 1 are traditional 
shoulder decorations worn by 
military bandsmen. 
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and badge for trie Special Honour Lapel Pin of the SS 
>zig T7»e tape/ pin was issued on T0 October 1939, just 
month after the outbreak of war it was awarded to all members 
j SS in the free port of Danzig who took part in the siezure of the 
city on the first day of the Polish campaign. 

Below: An SS-Man's pocket diary for 1944 These small diaries were 
standard issue to SS troops. They were organised with two days to a 
. and had additional colour plates at fl&e back which depicted Army, 
id political insignia. The diary rests on a citation for the Infantry 
jk Badge, awarded to SS-Rottenfuhrer (Corporal) Willi docket in 
\ugust 1942. Soldiers who had taken part in three infantry attacks were 
igibte for the badge. The bronze version seen here was awarded to 
us; infantry and mountain troops wore a 



,nal letter, dated 16 
October 1940, from the 
Reictisfiihrer-SS Hetnrich Himmter 
to the Countess von Bredow. In 
the letter he thanks her for the 
birthday card she sent, and 
aologises for the briefness of the 
reply, pleading pressure of work. 



Below: Money from Bi/urj 
These tokens were used by 
SS-Totenkopf guards in the 
but could only be exchanged for 
goods in the staff canteen. The 
distinctive Deaths Head collar 
patch and brown epaulette pipii 
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OF THE THIRD REICH 

Leeb, Wilhelm Ritter von C1876 - 1956) 



A career soldier from a military 
family, the aristocratic Wilhefm 
von Leeb was born in Landsberg 
am Lech, Bavaria. He Joined the 
Imperial Army in 1895, and saw 
service in China during the Boxer 
rebellion. An artilleryman, he 
served as a General Staff officer 
during World War I. He prospered 
in the postwar Reichswehr, rising 
from colonel to lieutenant-general 
in five years. Leeb was 
considered an anti-Nazi by Hitler, 
and was sacked in 1938. 



However, he was recalled a year 
later during the Polish crisis and 
took command of an army group 
on the French border. He led 
Army Group C in the battle for 
France and was promoted Field 
Marshal on July 19, 1940. Von 
Leeb protested to Hitler that the 
German army was ill equipped 
for a campaign in Russia, but 
served loyally and effectively 
commanding Army Group North 
from June 194-1 to January 1942. 
He was sacked by Hitler when he 



urged withdrawal to shorten lines 
around Leningrad. Ritter von 
Leeb was arrested by the Allies at 
the end of the war, and at the age 
of 72 was sentenced to three 
years imprisonment as a minor 
war criminal. After his release 
Leeb lived In quiet retirement at 
Hohenschwangau, Bavaria. 

Right; An austere and forbidding 
personality, Withetm von Leeb was 
a devout Catholic who had tittte 
regard for H filer and the Nazis. 




Leers, Johann von (1902 - 1965) 



A prolific Nazi propagandist and 
rabid anti-Semite, Johann von 
Leers was born in Vietlubbe, 
Mecklenburg on January 25. 
A former law student, he joined 
the Nazi Party in 1929 and 
worked for Dr Joseph Goebbels. 
He was editor of the Party journal 



Wille und Weg (The Will and the 
Way), and produced numerous 
books and pamphlets. In 1933 he 
published Juden sehen dich an - 
'Jews look at You' - which was 
dedicated to the arch anti-Semite 
Julius Streicher. tt included 
photographs of Albert Einstein, 



Emil Ludwig and Lion 
Feuchtwanger with the caption 
"Not Hanged Yet!" 

In 1945 he fled via Italy to 
Argentina. He arrived in Cairo in 
the mid 1950s, Here he contacted 
the anti-Semitic former Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem, converted to 



Islam and adopted the name 
Omar Arnim von Leers, Nearly 
twenty years after the defeat of 
Nazi Germany he commented 
*'\ don't believe in glorifying the 
dead. But what I liked about Hitler 
was that he fought the Jews, and 
killed so many of them". 



leitowache (Bodyguard) 



In the violent politics of the 
Weimar Republic most political 
leaders employed bodyguards for 
close protection. Adolf Hitler 
formed his first bodyguard in 
1923; calling themselves the 
Stabswache, its members were a 
handful of party fighters who 
swore to protect Hitler from all 
enemies within and without the 
party, This evolved into the 
Stosstrupp-Hitier, an assault 
squad headed by Julius Schreck 
and Joseph Berchtold, which was 
used in the Beerhall Putsch, 
These units formed the kernel of 



the protection squads known as 
Schutzstaffel or SS from 1925. 
Hitler's personal bodyguard 
became known as the 
Leibstandarte, and under the 
command of Josef 'Sepp' Dietrfch 
was to grow into a powerful 
military unit. 

Right; Hitler's bodyguard 

supported the Fuhrer when he 
launched the Beerhall Putsch. 



5? -3 . V? Secret Hitler Files 
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leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler 



Leibstandarte-SS Adolf Hitler - 
SS Body Guard regiment Adolf 
Hitler - was generally abbreviated 
LAH. The LAH started as a force 
of 120 men in 1933. As the 
nucleus of the 'Armed SS' it grew 
to regimental size by the time of 
the occupation of Austria and 
Czechoslovakia, and saw combat 
in Poland and France, ft became a 
brigade in 1940 r and a division in 
1941. In February 1944 it became 
the 1st SS-Panzer Division, The 
soldiers wore a cuff title bearing 
Hitler's signature in aluminium 
thread on black and the divisional 



Insignia was a skeleton key within 
a shield. This was a play on the 
name of the commanding officer, 
'Sepp' Dietrich - in German, 
dtetrich is slang for a skeleton 
key. The Letbstandarte had a 
combat record second to none - 
its members were awarded 53 
Knight's Crosses - but in the East 
it was guilty of many atrocities. 

Right: Adolf Hitler inspects his 
bodyguard at the Lichterfelde 
Barracks in Berlin, These soldiers 
swore a personal oath of loyalty 
to the Fuhrer. 
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Leichenkommando 



Much of the work in German 
concentration camps was done 
by the inmates. The Leichen- 
kommando or 'corpse 
commandos' were the group of 
concentration camp inmates 
designated by the SS to collect 
the bodies of those who had died 
in the night from starvation and 
other disease. The work was 
harrowing, but the corpse 
commandos had the privilege of 
emptying the pockets of the dead 



and distributing food and 
personal possessions among 
their friends. In some nights in 
the winter as many as 300 to 400 
inmates of the concentration 
camps might die, 



Right: A concentration camp 
inmate at Dachau shows some of 
the American soldiers who 
liberated the camp a pile of 
corpses he had helped to coiled 
and stack for cremation. 




Lettow-Vorbeck, Paul von (1870 - 1964) 



Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck joined 
the Imperial Army at the end of 
the 19th Century and saw colonial 
service in China and Namibia. As 
a Lieutenant Colonel he fought a 
brilliant campaign in East Africa, 
never having more than 12,000 
troops against ten times as many 
British Empire soldiers. He 
returned to Germany in March 
1919 and paraded his troops 
through Berlin in uniform and 



carrying arms as the only 
undefeated German army. In July 
1919 he commanded a Freikorps 
which defended Hamburg against 
a left-wing Spartacist coup. 
Though he was a right-wing 
Reichstag member from 1920 to 
1930, he stayed out of Nazi 
politics - indeed, he made some 
attempts to organise conservative 
opposition to Hitler. Von Lettow- 
Vorbeck was greatly admired by 



the British, and Hitler offered him 
the post of ambassador to 
London, which he declined. He 
avoided politics after 1930 and 
survived the war 

Right: Although von Lettow- 
Vorbeck had tittle time for the 
Nazis, he unwittingly contributed 
to their image: it was surplus cloth 
woven for his colonial forces 
which was used to make the 
original Nazi Brownshirts. 




Ley, Robert (1890 - 1945) 



Born in Niederbrerdenbach, 
Gummersbach District, Robert 
Ley was a chemist by profession. 
He was a pilot on the Western 
Front during World War I; shot 
down in 1917, he became a 
prisoner of war in France. He 
joined the Nazi Party in 1923, and 
was Gauleiter of Cologne from 
1928 to 1932. He became a 
member ot the Heichstag in 1930, 
and was deputy to the Party 
Organisation Director, Gregor 
Strasser, 

Ley made an abortive attempt 
to gain political power in Prussia 
in 1933, but was thwarted by 
Goering. However on 2 May 1933 
with Hitler's consent he ted "a 
committee of action for the 



protection of German labour" 
and occupied the offices of all 
trades unions and gaoled their 
officers. Ley then became the 
head of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront 
iDAF) or German Labour Front, 
the centralised government 
labour organisation. Using 
confiscated union funds he set up 
the Kraft durch Freude (Strength 
through Joy) movement which 
included the chance to buy a 
People's Car or Volkswagen. 

With his violent anti-Semitism, 
reputation for drunkeness and 
vulgar ostentation Ley 
exemplified the coarse, corrupt 
face of Nazism. 

Ley was captured by the 
Americans and while awaiting 



trial at Nuremberg hanged 
himself with a towel attached to a 
lavatory pipe on 24 October 194-5. 
He had become highly unstable 
and emotional and in a note he 
said he could no longer bear the 
shame. 

Right: Robert Ley reached the high 
point of his career as head of the 
German Labour Front in the fate 
1930s. During the war f however, 
he was overshadowed by party 
rivals such as Fritz Todt, Albert 
Speer and Fritz Saucket. 
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Lichterfelde Barracks 



Formerly the site of the Cadet 
Academy of the Imperial Army, 
Lichterfelde Barracks was the 
depot for the Leibstandarte-SS 
Adolf Hitler. The first Nazis to use 
the barracks were special 
detachments of the Prussian 
Police commanded by Major 
Walter Wecke, These were used 
by Hermann Goering, then in the 
process of setting up the 
Gestapo, as a private paramilitary 
force. The barracks were used as 
a holding point for political 
-•■i&unurs uji liieir way lu the 
concentration camp at 
Oranienburg. 

In September 1933 Goering 



offered the Barracks to Himmfer's 
SS, and they became the home of 
the Leibstandarte. In June 1934 
the Leibstandarte was used to 
arrest and execute Ernst Rohm 
and his followers \n the SA. 
Those siezed in the Berlin area 
were 'tried' by a panel of senior 
Nazis including Himmler, 
Heydrich, Daluege and Goering. 
Most were taken to the 
Lichterfelde r where they were 
executed. 

Right: The Kaiser reviews a parade 
at the Imperial Academy at 
Lichterfelde* Forty years later the 
marching men would be wearing 
the black uniforms of the SS, 
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OF THE THIRD REICH 



Lidice 



Czechoslovak mining village near 
Prague that was the scene of a 
Nazi massacre following the 
assassination attempt against 
Reinhard Heydrich on 29 May 
1942. When Heydrich died on 
4 June the Nazi authorities 
alleged that the people of Lidice 
had assisted the SOE team that 
had carried out the attack. An 
alternative justification for the 
massacre was that two men 
formerly from Lidice were serving 
in the RAF and so the attack was 
undertaken as a 'lesson'. 

The village was surrounded 
and all the men and older boys, 
numbering 172, were shot, with a 
further 11 miners returning from 



shift work being executed later in 
the day. All but seven of the 195 
women were deported to 
concentration camps and the 
children sent to foster homes. 
The village was burned, 
dynamited and the name erased. 
The Nazis, oblivious to world 
wide horror, admitted the 
massacre. 

Right; Lidice burns in revenge for 
the death of Reinhard Heydrich. it 
is unlikely thai anybody in the 
village was involved with the 
resistance: they were a random 
choice for obliteration. 



See also Nazi Horrors 
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Narleen CLilli Marlene) 



Underneath the lantern 

by the barrack gate 

Darting i remember 

th& way you used to wait 

There you whispered tenderly 

That you loved me 

You'd always be 

My Li li of the Lamplight 

My own Lilli Marlene 

A song based on a poem written 
by Hans Leip in the trenches in 
1915 and published in Hamburg 



in 1923. Set to music in 1938 by 
IMorbert Schultze, it was sung by 
the Swedish singer Lale 
Anderson- Initially Goebbefs 
thought it too morbid for 
broadcast. It was discovered by 
German controlled Radio 
Belgrade and broadcast on 18 
August 1941, It became such a hit 
with the Afrika Korps that It was 
repeated every day at 9.57 pm. It 
was immensely popular with the 
British 8th Army as well as with 



German forces. Translated, it was 
sung by Anne Sheldon to British 
troops, while American GIs 
particularly liked the version sung 
by Marlene Dietrich, who also 
starred in the 1944 film of the 
same name. 

Right: Norbert Schultze, who 
composed Liii Marlene, had a long 
and successful career. During the 
war he was best known for 
propaganda songs such as 
J Bomben auf England', 




List, Wilhelm C1880 - 1971) 



Siegmund Wilhelm List was born 
in Oberkirchberg, Wurttemberg 
on 14 May 1880. He joined the 
Bavarian army engineers in 1898 
and served as a General Staff 
officer with the II Bavarian Corps 
on the Western Front during 
World War I. After a successful 
career in the Reichswehr List 
became a ioyal supporter of Hitler 
in his dealings with the military. 
He commanded the 14th Army in 
Poland and in 1940 he led the 
powerful 12th Army, the 
spearhead of Germany's assault 



on France, At the end of the 
French campaign was promoted 
to Field Marshal. In the spring of 
1941 he commanded the 
successful German campaign in 
the Balkans. He fell ill at the end 
of the year, and did not command 
again until July 1942 when he 
was appointed to Army Group A 
on the Eastern Front. He warned 
against the drive on the 
Caucasus, but was sacked by 
Hitler in September 1942 for slow 
progress. He was not approached 
by the conspirators in July 1944, 



At Nuremberg List was charged 
with war crimes over anti- 
partisan actions in the Balkans 
and was imprisoned for life, but 
he was pardoned and released at 
Christmas 1952. 

Right: One of the most capable of 
Hitler's senior commanders, Ust 
was highly respected by difficult 
and independent subordinates tike 
Guderian and Rommel, 



See also Hitler's Battles 
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List Regiment 

The Bavarian regiment in which 
Hitler served in World War I. 
Properly the Bavarian Reserve 
Infantry Regiment 16, it was more 
commonly known as the List 
Regiment, after its first 
commanding officer. It was 
composed largely of students and 
intellectuals who had volunteered 
for service, and had very few 
experienced soldiers. 
After a brief period of training, 
the regiment arrived In Flanders 
in October 1914. Poorly 
commanded, the regiment 



suffered heavy losses in its first 
four days of action at Ypres, 
losing almost 3,000 of its 3,600 
strength killed and wounded. For 
a time Rudolf Hess served as an 
officer in the List regiment, but 
did not encounter Corporal Hitler. 



Right: Obergefreiter Adolf Hitter, in 
the spiked Pickelhaube helmet 
shares a dugout with other List 
regiment Meldeganger or 
despatch runners. Hitler served at 
the regimental headquarters. 
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Locarno Pact 

The agreement signed in 1925 
and guaranteed by Britain and 
Italy that confirmed the 
inviolability of the Franco- 
German and Beige-German 
frontiers as defined by the Treaty 



of Versailles- It also recognised 
the demilitarised zone of the 
Rhineland. The Pact signed at the 
Swiss resort of Locarno on Lake 
Maggiore by Weimar Chancellor 
Hans Luther and Foreign Minister 



Gustav Stresemann, helped to 
take some of the pain out of the 
Versailles Treaty and permitted 
Germany to join the League of 
Nations. The Pact included 
mutual commitments by France 



and Germany not to start a war 
against each other. Hitler 
repudiated the Pact on 7 March 
1936, almost immediately 
sending troops to occupy the 
demilitarised Rhineland. 



Lubbe, Narinus van der (1909 - 1934) 



An unemployed Dutch bricklayer, 
who had associated with 
anarchists in Germany. He was 
found in the Reichstag building at 
the time of the Reichstag Fire 27 
February 1933. He was arrested 
and charged with arson. Van der 
Lubbe, who was very short- 
sighted after an industrial 
accident had been involved in 
workers movements since the 
age of 15 and had been a 
communis! since 1926, Between 



1929 and 1933 he was active in 
Germany and Poland before 
returning to the Netherlands, 
where he served a three month 
prison sentence for organising 
strikes. In February 1933 he 
returned to Germany to 
campaign against the National 
Socialists, trying to burn down 
three buildings before setting the 
Reichstag alight. During his trial 
Herman Goering was able to 
portray him as a dedicated 



Communist agent, Found guily 
van der Lubbe was beheaded 
under a special retroactive law, 
the Lex van der Lubbe, on 10 
January 1934. Many historians 
suspect that the Reichstag Fire 
was actually the work of the 
Nazis as a move to consolidate 
their power. 

Right: Lubbe's attack on the 
Reichstag was used by the Nazis 
as an excuse to crack down on the 
KPD {German Communist Party). 




Lublin 

One of the oldest cities in Poland, 
Lublin was home to 40,000 Jews, 
about a third of the population. A 
ghetto was established in March 
1941, and most of its inhabitants 
were deported to the Belzec 
death camp a year later Lublin 
was the headquarters of Aktion 
Reinhard, which under its leader 
SS-BrigadefOhrer Odilo Globocnik 
was responsible for the 
deportation of Jews and the 
operation of death camps in 
ttctsLuMi Pufand. Majdanek camp 



on the outskirts of Lublin had 
originally been a POW and labour 
camp, but was turned into an 
extermination camp in October 
1942, Carbon monoxide and fater 
Zyklon-B were used to kill an 
estimated 350,000 Jews. It 
continued to function as a work 
camp and had non-Jewish as well 
as Jewish prisoners. 

Right: The camps around Lubiin 
were a major part of the Nazi 
extermination system. 
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The code name for the spy ring 
operated by Sandor Rado in 
Switzerland which supplied 
information about the German 
plans and order of battle to the 
USSR. Rado was assisted by 



Rudolf Rossler, a Protestant 
Bavarian journalist. Intelligence 
may also have come from the 
Admiral Canaris, head of the 
Abwehr, but the primary sources 
of high grade material on the 



proposed Kursk offensive 
actually came from British 
ULTRA decrypts, Until details of 
the ULTRA operation became 

public in the 1970s, the ring was 
assumed to have had contacts 



deep inside the OKW. The Lucy 
ring was a convenient way of 
filtering this information to the 
Soviet Union, which was not 
privy to the code breaking 
operation in Britain. 



Ludendorff Erich, (1865 . 1937) 



Born in Kruszenwnra near Posen 
Ludendorff was a career soldier 
who served with distinction in 
World War I. With Von 
Hindenburg he won the great 
victories of 1914 on the Eastern 
Front. From 1916 he was dictator 
of Germany in all but name, He 
urged unrestricted U-boat 
operations and enforced the 
harsh treaty of Brest-Litovsk on 
Bolshevik Russia, His name is 
associated with the German 
offensive of 1918 that pushed the 
French and British back deep into 
France but which failed to defeat 
the Allies. 

At the end of the war 
Ludendorff was asked to resign. 



He became one of the main 
proponents of the 'Stab-in-the- 
back' theory, and was drawn to 
right wing politics, participating 
in the Kapp Putsch. 

He was an early supporter of 
the Nazis, collaborating with 
Hitler in the unsuccessful Beer 
Halt Putsch of 1923, Unlike Hitler, 
who dived for cover when the 
police opened fire, Ludendorff 
walked straight ahead through 
the ranks of the police. In May 
1924 he became a National 
Socialist delegate at the 
Reichstag where he served for 
four years, 

Ludendorff married twice. With 
his second wife, Dr Mathilda 



SpEess Ludendorff, he established 
the Tannenberg Bund which was 
dedicated to a struggle against 
the "powers above the state" - 
Jews, Jesuits, Freemason and 
Marxists. 

Ludendorff became 
increasingly eccentric in his old 
age and argued with Hitler, He 
died in Tutzmg, Bavaria on 20 
December 1937. 

Right: The support of a national 
figure like Erich Ludendorff was 
important in raising the profile of 
the early Nazi party, 



???. 5?ssci Secret Hitler Files 



Issue 15; Hitler's Putsch 
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Luftwaffe 

The German Air Force had 
existed as a secret organisation 
for two years when it was 
officially announced on 1 April 
1935. It was a tactical force that 
supported land operations very 
effectively in the early years of 
the war. In 1939 ft fielded 3,700 
aircraft; by 1941 the figure had 
risen to 4J00 of which 2700 
were committed to the invasion 
of Russia. By the close of the war 



it had been reduced to 1,500 
aircraft. Poor leadership from 
Goering, a proliferation of 
designs and a failure to see the 
potential of jet propelled aircraft 
Jed to its decline and failure to 
protect the Reich from air attacks 
by the RAF and USAAF. 

Right: Biplanes like these He Bis 
equipped the early Luftwaffe. They 
were soon replaced by state-of- 
the-art fighters and bombers. 




Luger, Karl (1844 - 1910) 



The mayor of Vienna whose anti- 
Semitic views shaped Hitler's 
attitudes in his early years. Karl 
Luger graduated from law school 
in 1866 and quickly gained a 
reputation as a 'people's 
champton', a supporter of the 
common people in their struggles 
with the powers that be. He was a 
natural politician, with 
considerable rabble-rousing flair. 
In 1875 he became a city 
councillor and was elected to the 



Imperial parliament in 1885. 

In 1887 Luger joined the 
Christian Social Alliance, which 
defended the German-speaking 
artisan against cheap labour from 
Bohemia and Moravia, Some idea 
of the party's true nature can be 
determined by the fact that 
among themselves party 
members were the 'Anti-Semites'. 
He became mayor in 1895, 
though Emperor Franz Josef 
refused to ratify the election until 



1397. Liiger held this post until 
his death. He was eloquent, 
domineering and immensely 
popular. Hitler arrived in Vienna 
in 1907 and would say of Ltiger in 
Mem Kampf that he was "the last 
great German to be born in 
Ostmari". 



Right: Karl Luger had an immense 
influence on Adolf Hitler, end is 
cited repeatedly in Mein Kampf as 
en example to follow. 




Luger pistol 

The Luger serf loading pistol was 
known in German Army service 
as the Pistole 08 from its year of 
adoption, though the first Lugers 
actually went into service with 
the Swiss army in 1900. It was 
named after Georg Luger, a 
designer at the Ludwtg Lowe 
small-arms factory in Berlin. The 
standard pistol had an eight shot 
box magazine and fired a 9 mm 
Parabellum round. The toggle- 
joint mechanism was complex, 
but made the weapon easier to 
fire and therefore more accurate. 



It remained in production until 
1942, and was still in service at 
the end of the war. The standard 
pistol had a 102 mm barrel and 
an overall length of 223 mm. It 
weighed 850 grams. 

Right: The 'Artillery' version of the 
Luger was Introduced in World 
War I tt had a 200 mm barret and 
could use a 32 round 'snail' 
magazine. Fitted with a tangent 
sight and the detachable wooden 
holster/stock It could be used as a 
very short carbine. 




Luther, Martin (1895 - 1945) 



Unlike his famous namesake, 
Martin Luther was neither a man 
of principle nor intelligence, 
Trained as a shipping agent, he 
joined the Nazi Party in March 
1933, In 1936 he became a policy 
adviser in von Ribbentrop's 



Bureau and later In the foreign 
Ministry. Luther was a violent 
anti-Semite, and in this capacity 
he was made the Ministry's 
liaison officer with the SS, Luther 
represented the Ministry at the 
Wannsee Conference, but failed 



to understand the veiled nuances 
of Heyd rich's 'Final Solution'. He 
was tasked with persuading allied 
and puppet governments to hand 
over their Jews. He assumed that 
the deportees would be housed 
in camps and reported that this 



would be a huge undertaking- 
Following an abortive attempt to 
oust Ribbentrop in 1943 he was 
sent to Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp. He died of a 
heart attack soon after the camp 
was liberated by the Red Army. 



Lutze, Viktor C1890 - 1943) 



Viktor Lutze was born in 
Bevergern on 28 December 1890 
and was commissioned from the 
ranks in World War I. He joined 
the Nazi Party in 1922 and rose 
rapidly within the SA. 

As SA leader in Hanover it was 
Lutze who reported to Hess the 
Deputy Fiihrer and Field Marshal 
von Blomberg's chief of staff von 
Reichenau that Ernst Rohm was 



proposing that the SA should be 
the basis of a new Nazi 
revolutionary army in Germany. 
Lutze, who accompanied Hitler 
when he arrested Rohm on the 
Night of the Long Knives, was 
appointed as the new Reichshiter 
of the SA and given a special 
twelve point charter for the Storm 
Troopers. They were to abjure 
drinking bouts, parties, 



automobile rides and unnatural 
lewdness. Ironically Lutze was to 
die in a automobile accident on 2 
May 1943 on a food foraging trip 
from Berlin, 

Right: Viktor Lutze never managed 
to regain for the SA its old 
position in the Nazi hierarchy, lost 
to the SS in the bloody events of 
the Rohm Purge, 
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SECRET HITLER FILES 

There is not one document 

relating to the Holocaust that 

bears Adolf Hitler's signature. 

But how could the SS have 

implemented the 

'Final Solution 1 without his 

complete approval! 

INSIDE THE 
THIRD REICH 

'Strength through Joy* was the 

Nazi worker's holiday 
organisation, which aimed to 

regulate their free time as 
much as the Party did In the 
workplace. 




NAZI HORRORS 

During the Nazi era 

Germany's executioners were 

kept busy. In their gruesome 

trade they used everything 

from guillotines to firing 

squads. 
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INSIDE THE 

THIRD REICH: HITLER'S 

HENCHMEN 

Julius Strekher was a brutal, 

sadistic, swaggering Jew-baiter 

from Nuremberg, who did a 

great deal to mould the early 

character of the Nazi Party. 
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THE HOLOCAUST 

Life in the concentration camps 

was harsh and brutal. 

An inmate's prospects of 

survival were not good. 



HITLER'S WAR MACHINE 

Even though they are of limited military value, 
pistols and machine-pistols are the weapon of 
choice for many soldiers. Germany produced 
some of the finest examples of personal 
weapons like these during World War II. 
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